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mife  made  in  the  Inde- 
tv  prefent  to  the  Public 
ied  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  of 
tter  to  conceal,  or  dif- 
to  have  a  full  and  fair 
view  of  the  whole  controversy,  I  have  reprinted  and 
annexed  Mr.  Rumfey's  Pamphlet,  which  will  difcover, 
to  every  impartial  perfon  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
Examine  the  fubje£t,  that  he  hath  no  fort  of  jufl  preten- 
tion to  the  claims  he  hath  exhibited. — His  fkill  in  the 
mechanifm  of  a  Steam  Engine,  may  poflibly  be  greater 
than  mine,  and  in  the  article  of  Condensation  I 
freely  acknowledge  he  is  my  fuperior,  having  acquired 
the  art  of  condenfing  (with  the  dafU  of  his  pen)  one 
whole  year  into  the  compafs  of  fix  days* 


JOHN   FITCH: 


Philadelphia,  ioth.  May,  1788. 


m 


P   R   E   F    A    C    E 


AGREEABLY  to  a  promife  made  in  the  Inde- 
pendant  Gazetteer,  I  now  prefent  to  the  Public 
a  reply  to  the  Pamphlet  publifhed  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  of 
Virginia, — and  as  I  have  no  matter  to  conceal,  or  dif- 
guife,  and  wilh  my  Readers  to  have  a  full  and  fair 
view  of  the  whole  controverfy,  I  have  reprinted  and 
annexed  Mr.  Rumfey's  Pamphlet,  which  will  difcover, 
to  every  impartial  perfon  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
Examine  the  fubjeft,  that  he  hath  no  fort  of  juft  preten- 
tion to  the  claims  he  hath  exhibited. — His  fkill  in  the 
mechanifm  of  a  Steam  Engine,  may  poihbly  be  greater 
than  mine,  and  in  the  article  of  Condensation  I 
freely  acknowledge  he  is  my  fuperior,  having  acquired 
the  art  of  condenfing  (with  the  dafl*  of  his  pen)  one 
whole  year  into  the  compafs  oi  fix  days* 


JOHN  FITCH: 
Philadelphia,  ioth.  May,  1788. 
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mlfe  made  in  the  Inde- 
v  prefent  to  the  Public 
ed  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  of 
iter  to  conceal,  or  dif- 
to  have  a  full  and  fair 
view  of  the  whole  controverfy,  I  have  reprinted  and 
annexed  Mr.  Rumfey's  Pamphlet,  which  will  difcover, 
to  every  impartial  perfon  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
Examine  the  fubjecl:,  that  he  hath  no  fort  of  juft  preten- 
tion to  the  claims  he  hath  exhibited. — His  fkill  in  the 
mechanifm  of  a  Steam  Engine,  may  poflibly  be  greater 
than  mine,  and  in  the  article  of  Condensation  I 
freely  acknowledge  he  is  my  fuperior,  having  acquired 
the  art  of  condenfing  (with  the  dafh  of  his  pen)  one 
whole  year  into  the  compafs  of  fix  days* 


JOHN   FITCH: 


Philadelphia,  iotn.  May,  178$. 


.„  Can,'  SI*  of  June  J743.      .  . 

„  //;,/,-/,.,  ,,,,/ccr  ihca   ,„   „  .'lore   ,,/fr,,,/,,,,  lYJwM   „  stocA    valued 

allafwAieh  mas  desfroged,  when  the  Sr-,h.di  It/ok' Trenton   iiej-t  a 
■  ■  .„  tAeAslrmg.taheil  ,,r,„;,er  by  the  fndi„„'    v  nil  W,/  Iron,    .;„■  fr.br 
to  another  Ihrnuah   the  XII  Territory,  until  he  mas  pur,!,,  red  by  an  Any Itshman  and 
eedorrl.  During  dm-  time  he  became  acquainted  a 'II,  thatpart  oflhe 
■ntrif  ofu  Aid,  he, n.n/e  a  map.and  atthougA  priniecf on  a  common  Cider  press   itliad 
,.   .,-,,„„,  rale.Xe  ;■„.■  fhe„  .,  Sort,  ipir  in  fCentuct-g-.  then  a  Civil  Engineer  „,/'■' and  an 
tAe  Delaware  made  Ai,  hi rt  e.,;„  rimenl  ,/\t  Si,  am  Boat  to  Hi  Paddles  >„  II;;,  I,  II  Am,  re,,. 
and  tram-led  tArougA  France  and  England,  tut  no f  meeting  with  the  encouragement 
anticipated,  became  poor  and  returned  Aome   war/ring  hi  passage  as  a  common  cacArr 
A, Hasten,  from  there  to  h„  native  town  in  Connecticut,  thence  to  Aew/or/r,  n  her,   tie 


John  F.lch  R 


thus  06I0. 


then  Sad  to/tcntucAg  evAere  iediedm  17-9S. 


M!  John  Patch  ings 
Sir 

/  have  a  perfect  reeol/ecl 
seven-  Propd/cr  in  the  Ste, 
lam  certain  thai  it  nets  , 

XewJirh.  July  3  " '/846 


n  ofAa-ng  seen  a  Boat  an  the  Collect And in  this  City  Wllh 
drum  by  Straa,,teeresrthe  Pond  I  do  not  recollect  the  year 
early  OsJ7S6,  it n-as  afoul  tin    me  ofa  Ships  yawl 


Tin,  ir  to  Certify,  that  rue  hair  Per, 
ftrif/tams'uro  for  the  last  Forty  yea 


ally  /rnanb\M.'Jo/,ti//utch:„g,ofliie  Village 
nd/iave  Hie  utmost  confidence  in  h,„, 
Sem}or/c.  Oct  '  /O  *MM 


fa I  cA  osv  d  ^Lta-ycvay/r 

/te.icte,,,,  J,.<  firanhlm   ,1    I  ill,  .IT nOS  U    I...... 

oflhe  first  Methcdis,  flan  mllteCWy  ofS. f and  *,„  ,«  Cu  .1"  31  Sojia,,  .Si.  X  1     Familf  Rertden 

teen  nKerpeOTillr  n„„irr  eflhe  Ml.  Oiorch  th,m  ilr  Oru„q.  N.  Jersey 

A'err  Tor/e.  ./,//,•  .j^/dU 


of 


,-,//,   it 


ToM'/oha  l/u/ch„,yr 
Dear  Sir. 

I,  oltords  me  „,„rA  pleasure,  la  state,  thalfiuas  an  eye  witness  to  IA. 
a  Boat,  being  propelled  be  Steam  on  the  Collect  Pond  in  this  lit,- about  the  Jeer  1736 
a    eshibitedem  your  Map  and  that /hare  a  perfect  recollection  ofall  these  hoea/t 
the,,  ihen-n  and  you  a  re  yjerlecttg-  welcome  to  u. 

City   Stiri-'-i/or 
S'tatt  ofjVen-  Yor/t 
City  and  County  efWcn  TorA-  Sf 

John/futeAmgsofMfliarnduryhl.I.beinpcIufy  Sworn  cteposetA  andsruth    that  t 
/     /      re/  forth    i»tf,e  /oreyot'rtg   remarks  and description  Sy  Amtr*ubseri&ed  are 
correct  to  Mr  hetioftht*  deponents  remem&r-ance  rtnd '  de/irC 


yA, 


.s  M*, 


.■   .','  IT07-    9   K'hen  his  health  „„uld  all,,,,    . 
Hoist  ahoul  three  tret  , a  ,.  „.,„,     at  till    'Aop 

.,,  l„.,„   Phis  model BoathaJni/u-els.ar, 
//„  r,/laye  6y persons  nou-  litany  ft  was  la 


i.    of/Deeds  Ac. 

■ttOffera/r  erercise.hr  wroutyht  U/tor,  a  mods! 
-.Wf/on-r//  /Is  machinery  was  constructed 
■as  heen  seen  Ileal,  ay  in  a  small  stream  near 
■  in  JfCowni  Intern  ,„  MOSXe/son  C'A'enlnrl.-r 


ORIGIN   OF    STEAM    NAVIGAT 

A  VIEW    OF    COLLECT   POM)  ASD  n 

in  the  City  of  New Vo.-k  in  1793. 

■I.   the   first   boat .prnriclleJ   lir  Strain   n-ith  paddle  wheels 
■John   Fitch,  sis:  years    before    Hubert   Fulton    made   tri. 
ce,   and    ten  years   prior    to  Ins  putting   into    np/J 
.Yen-   York     n-ilh    a  representation    of  the    be. 
machinery,   „n    the    Coital  finite. 
1JY  JOHN    III  Tt'UIMiS 

A"'   3    lie.,!,,-  Pli,,.:/i;il„,„„l.sr,,li     I.     hi.,,,,, 

1846. 


John   Fitclis   First  Boat   Pet 


of  lite  CityXeni  York 
Period's 


l.ipar/es.l,,, 


,  UayraphyJ 


Phil' IIS'  SpeeJImliseolm 


REMARKS.      In   the  Summer  of  J7.9S  or  7  M.  f/utchinys.  then  a  lad.  assisted 
JPFitr/i    in   stceriny  the   tout,  and  other  loir e   attending  to  the   irorAlny    of  the 
Machinery   At  thai  'time  Robert  P  Livingston    Esy  and  J/oiett  Fulton    with  M' 
Fitch    and  the   lad  Ifulclnngs.  irortcrd  or  passed  several  times    around  the 
yoond  an  different  occasions,  n  title  .IP  P'ttrh  eip/atned  to  Livingston  a?  Fulton  the 
MatlusXJperandi   of  the  Machinery  til' 'Jilch  Act  vine/  a  patent  tor  Air  invention 
from  the  State  of  AT  I  believe  J/' Filch  to  have  been  the  original  inventor  of  the 
ayijjliealioa  of  steam  to  boats  as  a  proyiellmy  ponfer  and  liAon-ise,  the  tiro  per.enns 
represented  in  the  drawing  fSeened  i»  theiy  to  have   teen  fiobrrt  /?  litini/ston   Fry   and 
Robert  Fulton,   /being  a  lad  had  rantersation  on/r  nitA  Jf.'FltcA.  From  Acarsay,/ 
believe  Colonel  ,S'teta,ns  of  HoboAen.  X.Jersey,  und  another  person  by  the  name  of 
Roseleett      had  some  lertondedye  of  the  enterprise  and  tell  an  interest   ill  its   success. 
In  conversation  Jf Fitch    rcrnnrAett  to  Jl "Fulton   that  in  a  former  experiment  paddle 
n-Aeels  syjlas/ted  too   much    a/id  route/  not  be  used  m  Canal  Navigation.    Xo  one  in 
that  lime,  thought  of  having  them  covered  nitA  bines.  They  had  no  doubt,  but  the 
boat  might  be  propelled  6  Miles  per  Aour.fthough  then  malcingt  somrl/itnty  less.) 
The  steam  was  surrtcientfr  high  to  propel  the  boat  once,  twice  or  tAncc   a, 
pond,  when  more  water  being  introduced  into  tAe  boiler  for  potj  and  Ste, 
She  n-as  ayatn  reach'  to  start  on  another  e.ryjcdition  _ 


ml  the 


DESCRIPTION  The  boat  w, 
lenyth  and  C  ft.  beam,  irM  st/uur, 
steered  at  the  boir  with  a  small  i 
TAe  boiler  was  . 
firmly  listened  to  if  bran  in 
barrel  shaped  on  the  outside 
e  led  directly  from  . 


■he,  the  pre 
e/S  gallon  , 


tout,  or  land  about  Pi  It.  in 
d  bows,  with  seats    She  mas 
teller   was  used 
on  pot,  tilth  a  lid  of  thiol  plank 
r/y.    The  Cylinders  were  ofwood, 
< .  strouab-  hooped     7'Ac    main 


nd  straight  on  the 

e  boiler  top  into  a  copper  bojc.laboutti- melie,  ifuaeet  receiver. 
„.    .alve'bos-    The  leading  pipes  led  sepeiale/y  into  the  bpdom  or  base  I  TAe  one  sAorl 
eylinderFandlonger  one  £J  seperale  cylinders  and  eucA  piston  rod  was  alfathej 
to  die  crtremtties  of  the  wor/emg  beam.    7fus  beam   nets  supported  by  an  iron   upright, 
the  connecting  rod  eras  so  arranyed as  to  turn  the  cranA  ofthe  propelling  shaft  it/nch 
paseed  horrnontallv  tliroug/i  the  stern   of  the  boat  and  was  made  fast   to    the 
propeller  or  screw  as  at  L.   Tlie  valves  were  markedly  a  simple    rontnra nee 
at/ached  t,  fern-ire    to  the   wor/e„,g  beam  as   nail  be  easier  seen  and  understood  by 
reU'errnee  to  t/ie  attached  perspective  drcttrings 


r  /J,  Smolee  pipe  E,  Cylinder 
■e  rod.  h'.Crtiiik  L,  Serene  propel 
/.ad  llutchtne/r 


A  Boiler  B,  Maine  pipe  C,  Valve  be 
F.  d?  ti.  Supporter  of  beam.  J.  Connecting  rod.  J.vaji 
X'l,  MIFitch.  a.M.'Fulton.  3,  P.  R-  Livingston  Fsy  ./ 

TAe  boat  together  retth  ayiortton  of  ilr  machinery  was  abandoned, 
bj  M-Fitch .  and  left  to  drcag  on  the  mudc/r  shore  of  the  Collect  Pond  a  -d  irev  carried 
awarpie.e  by  piece  by  the  children  ofihe  neighbourhood  for  fuel.  Jn  tlieAulymn.lt. 
Filch  left  XrrrYorA  fir  Kentucky,  Ijeiny  forced  to  go  by  his  pecuniar,-  and  domestic 
troubles  /fating  made  fits  last  suecesful  effort,  hi  succeed   in  tins  glorious 
enter/srtse  of  Steam  Xavigation 

John  Pitch  died  .,,  Aentuef-y  in  the  year  /79K,  and  if  he  or 
ft.  Fulton  Acid  written  their  own  history,  /have  no  doubt,  either  one  or  both  at 
them  roou/d  have  lett  some  account  of  the  transaction  as  related  here  by  me, 
but  fiiidmcf  no  account  of  it  in  the  Alitor,-  of  either,  fhave  given  as  e.ra,t  an 
account  of  it  as  /possibly  can  Having  alien  spoAen  of  it,  /do  believe  u,v  memory 
lo  be  pcrfeclh  correct  /PI,,,  cauntre  And  fur  „,  e/ied  JFdeh  the  mcttif,  me  should 
have  been  blessed i villi  Steam  Xavigation.  fen  or  fifteen  years  sooner  thai,   we  were 


The  iiroarrss  of  Steam  Xaiiaalion  from  that date  to  the  present  period is  such  that 
„,.„.;  al/Xavtycble  waters  on  the  face  ofthe  Olobe  hare  Steam  boatsan  tAe,,,.  thus  fulfilling 
FiicAs  prediction  in  a  tetter  to  Franklin  dated  Oct  12?  1US. 

Charles  Browitnetudt  tAe  Clermont  foe  f  ,,-inyston  JcFntcoa  in  /Mr,  and  tAe  machinery 
can,,  from  fnyland.Jdmes  PAllaire  n-bo  is  now.  and  has  bee,,  manumctumuf  "<"*>««? 
for  Steam  boat,,  did  the  brass  and  ornamental  Kr*  for  tAe  Boat,  as  I  was  i-epeatedh- 
on  board  the  boat  and  Fulton  was  present  and /then  believed  him  lo  be  the  same  man 
ZatrvZs  adbason  the  Collect  in  W  or  9/  The  Clermont  left  the  wharf  dtCortears 
l/ookci  made  in  speed  from  4  to  J  miles  an  Aour /ef07. 


THE  WORLD    IS    INDEBTED 
And  to  the  perseverance  and  indefatigable   attention  tu  die  i 


FOR    THE    ORIGINAL    IDEA  AND  TO  THE    MECHANICAL    CENIUS  Or    JOHN    FITCH,  OF    EAST   WINDSOR.  CONN. 

sc  of  Steam  of  Robert   Fulton  Esq.P?  The  wealth  &  exalted  character  of  Robert  R.  Livingston  Escf.  Chancellor  of  the   State  of  New  York. 


,n  lie  ycr  1846  by  JOHN  HUTCHINCS  in  the  Clerk's  Office   of  tilt  D.il«>C*  Court    of   the  Southern  District  of  N.Y 


*  *#  mm  #*##**#*•#•''*****  •* 
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THE 

ORIGINAL 

STEAM-BOAT 

SUPPORTED,    &c 


T  T  Is  the  duty  of  every  man  not  only  to  avoid  the  commitfl- 
JL  on  of  a  crime,  but  fo  to  conduct  himfelf  through  life  as  to 
bear  the  ftrictefl  fcrutiny. 

In  a  Pamphlet  published  by  Mr.  James  Rumfey  and  lately  cir- 
culated in  this  City,  as  well  as  probably  in  other  ftates,  I  am 
charged  as  the  perpetrator  of  crimes  attrocious  in  their  nature, 
but  of  which  my  confcience  fully  acquits  me.  It  is  an  exercife 
of  malevolence  in  the  extreme  thus  publicly  to  prefer  charges 
againfl  an  innocent  perfon  without  previoufly  knowing  or  en- 
quiring for  the  defence  of  the  fuppofed  offender,  and  lhews  an 
inability  in  the  accufer  to  fupport  his  charges.  Unfortunately 
for  Mr.  Rumfey,  I  truft  we  are  now  before  an  impartial  Public, 
where  Juftice,  unbialfed  by  party  or  undue  influence,  will  de- 
cide between  us — Concious  of  my  conduct,  in  the  profecution  of 
this  bufinefs,  being  that  of  an  honeft  man,  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  recite  the  circumftances,  and  facts  relative  thereto. 

I  confefs  the  thought  of  a  Steam-boat,  which  fiferft  (truck  me 
by  mere  accident,  about  the  middle  of  April  1785,*  has  hitherto 
been  very  unfortunate  to  me;  the  perplexities  and  embarraff- 
ments  through  which  it  has  caufed  me  to  wade,  far  exceed  any 
thing,  that  the  common  courfe  of  life  ever  prefented  to  my  view. 
After  pondering  fome  days  on  the  thought,  I  made  a  rough 
draught,  but  not  during  to  truft  my  own  opinion  too  far,  I  con- 
sulted Mr.  Daniel  Longftreth,  the  Reverend  Nathaniel  Irvin  and 
iundry  other  Gentlemen  of  Bucks  county,  Pennfylvania. 

About  the  beginning  of  June,  1785,  I'went  to  Philadelphia 
r.nd  ihewed  it  to  Dr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Patterfon  and  other  refpecta- 
ble  characters  in  the  city,  from  whom  I  met  with  no  difcourage- 
ment.  In  June  and  July  I  formed  models  and  in  Auguft  laid 
them  before  Congrefs,  as  will  appear  on  their  Files.  In  Sep- 
tember 
&  Viis  N0'  1  and  A 


(     4      ) 
tember  I  prefented  them  to  the  Philofophical  Society,  as  per  cer- 
tificate 

N°-  3. 

Philadelphia,   1 7  85. 
September  2jth.   1785.     At  a  fpecial  meeting  of  the  American 
Philofophical  Society: 
A  Model,  accompanied  with  a  drawing  and  defcription  of  a 
machine  for  working  a  boat,  againft  the  ftream,  by  means  of  a 
Steam  Engine,  was  laid  before  the  fociety  by  John  Fitch. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  on 

December  zd.   1785. 
A  Copy  of  the  drawing  and  defcription  of  a  machine  for 
working  a  boat  againft  the  current,  which,  fome  time  ago,  was 
laid  before  the  fociety  by  Mr.  John  Fitch,  he,  this  evening, 
prefented  to  them. 

ExiraS  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL   MAGAW, 
One  of  the  Secretaries. 

In  October  I  called  on  the  ingenious  Mr.  Henry,  of  Lancas- 
ter, to  take  his  opinion  of  my  drafts,  who  informed  me,  that  I 
was  not  the  firfi  perfon  who  had  thought  of  applying  Steam  to 
veffels;  that  he  had  converfed  with  Mr.  Andrew  Ellicott  as  early 
as  the  year  1775,  and  that  Mr.  Paine,  author  of  Common  Senfe, 
had  fuggefted  the  fame  thing  to  him  in  the  winter  of  1778; 
that  fome  time  after,  he  (Mr.  Henry)  thinking  more  ferioufly 
of  the  matter,  was  of  opinion  it  might  be  eafily  perfected  and 
accordingly  made  fome  drafts  which  he  propofed  to  lay  before 
the  Philofophical  Society  and  which  he  then  fhewed  me,  but  ad- 
ded as  he  had  neglected  to  bring  them  to  public  view,  and  as  I 
had  firft  publifhed  the  plan  to  the  world,  he  would  lay  no  claim  to 
the  invention.  The  following  I  have  been  favoured  with  from 
Mr.  Ellicott: 

N°-  4. 

Baltimore,  April  26th.   1787. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  early  in  the  year  one  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  feventy  five,  Mr.  William  Henry,  of  Lancafter, 
converfed  with  me  on  the  fubjecr  of  fleam,  and  intimated  that  he 
thought  it  might  be  advantageoufly  applied  to  the  Navigation 
of  Boats. 

(Signed) 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT.* 

From  Lancafter  I  went  to  the  AfTembly  of  Virginia,  firft 
waiting  on  Governor  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  who,  notwithftanding 
the  letters  he  has  fmce  written  in  favour  of  Mr.  Rumfey,  ac- 
knowledged a  merit  in  my  invention  and  that  it  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged, 
*   Vide  Mrs.  Henry's  Certificate  N0'  5.  * 
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couraged,  as  will  prefently  appear.  During  my  journey  through 
Maryland,  in  October,  I  palled  through  Frederick  Town,  and 
every  where  pubiiihed  my  Plan.  In  Virginia  I  waited  on  his 
Excellency  General  Wafhmgton,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  converfa- 
tion,  informed  me,  that  the  thought  of  applying  Steam  was  not 
original,  that  Mr.  Rum  fey  had  mentioned  Steam  to  him;  but 
nothing  that  paifed  in  the  converiation  with  General  Wafhing- 
ton  had  the  leaf!  tendency  to  convey  the  idea  of  Mr.  Rumfey's 
relying  on  Steam,  and  General  Waihington's  letter,  paaje  10,  in 
Mr.  Rumfey's  pamphlet,  clears  up  the  matter — for  the  General 
himfelf  did  not  conceive  any  fuch  thing.  Knowing  that  the 
thought  of  applying  Steam  to  Boats  had  been  fuggefted  by 
other  gentlemen  long  before,  I  left  his  Excellency  General  Wafh- 
ington  with  all  the  elated  profpecls  that  an  afpiring  projector 
could  entertain,  not  doubting  but  I  fhould  reap  the  full  benefit  of 
the  project,  for  although  I  found  that  fome  had  conceived  the 
thought  before,  yet  I  was  the  firft  that  ever  exhibited  a  plan  to 
the  public ;  and  was  fully  convinced  that  I  could  not  interfere  with 
Mr.  Rumfey,  otherwife  the  known  candor  of  General  Warning- 
ton  rriuft  have  pointed  out  to  me  fuch  interference.  I  immedi- 
ately applied  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  for  affiftance,  to  exe- 
cute my  plan,  who  Signified  their  wifh  to  encourage  my  defigns, 
but  that  the  (late  of  their  finances  prevented  it — the  then  Govern- 
or of  the  ftate,  Patrick  Henry,  Eiq.  received  from  me  an  obliga- 
tion with  provilion,  that  if  I  procured  in  that  Mate  a  fale'  for  one 
thoufand  of  my  Maps  of  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  United  States, 
at  6/8  each,  I  ihould  exhibit  a  Steam  Boat  on  the  waters  of  Vir- 
ginia, within  nine  months  or  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  ftate  of  Vir- 
ginia, £  350.  as  appears  by  the  following  certificate: 

N°-  6, 
I  certify,  that  John  Fitch  has  left  in  my  hands  a  bond  payable 
to  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  for  ^350,  conditioned  for  ex- 
hibiting his  fteam  Boat  when  he  receives  fubferiptions  for  ioco 
of  his  maps,  6/8  each. 

November  16th.   1785. 
(Signed) 

P.    HENRY. 

I  then  returned  to  Maryland  and  acquainted  Governor  Johnfon 
of  my  expected  affiftance  in  Virginia  and  that  I  intended  apply- 
ing to  the  ArTembly  of  Maryland  then  fitting,  to  promote  and 
patronize  my  fcheme — Governor  Johnfon  gave  me  the  following 
Letter  to  General  Smallwood,  the  then  Governor  of  the  ftate. 

N°-  7. 

SIR.,  Frederick  Tozvn,   November  25,    1785". 

Mr.  John  Fitch  of  Bucks  county,  in  Pennfylvania,  called  on  me 

in  Lis  way  to  Richmond ;  he  has  gone  through  a  variety  of  fcenes 

in 
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na  the  back  country,  which  has  enabled  him  to  collect  a  know- 
ledge of  a  great  part  of  the  new  Hates,  on  which  and  other 
helps  he  has  made  a  map  ufeful  and  entertaining;  his  ingenuity 
in  this  way  ftrongly  recommends  him,  but  his  genius  is  not  con- 
fined to  this  alone,  he  has  fpent  much  thought  on  an  improve- 
ment of  the  Steam-engine,  by  which  to  gain  a  firft  power  appli- 
cable to  a  variety  of  ufes,  amongft  others  to  force  veffels  forward 
in  any  kind  of  water;  i£  this  engine  can  beiimplified,  conftrucled 
and  made  to  work  at  a  fmall  expence,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it 
will  be  very  ufeful  in  moft  great  works,  and  amongft  them  in 
fhip  building.  Mr.'  Fitch  wants  to  raife  money  to  make  an  experi- 
ment on  Boats,  the  countenance  that  he  has  met  with  in  Virginia 
he  hopes  will  enable  him  to  do  it,  he  wifhes  alio  to  make  other 
experiments,  and  is  willing  to  enter  into  engagements  to  apply 
a  large  proportion  of  the  fales  of  his  maps,  his  principle  fund.. 
I  believe  his  paffion  for  this  improvement  will  be  ample  fecurity 
for  his  applying  the  money  in  that  way ;-— all  that  I  have  to  requeft 
cf  you  Sir,  is,  that  you  will  give  him  an  opportunitiy  to  converfe 
with  you,  you  will  foon  perceive  he  is  a  man  of  real  genius  and 
modefty,  your  countenancing  him  will  follow  of  courfe. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  Servant, 

(fubfcribed)  THOS-    JOHNSON,. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Smallwood, 

Favour  of 

Mr.  Fitch. 

From  hence  it  plainly  appears,  that  Governor  Johnfon  could 
Bot  at  that,  time  have  any  idea  of  my  fcheme  interfering  with 
Mr.  Rumfey's,  as  feems  to  be  now  inlinuated  in  that  gentleman's 
letter  to  Mr.  Rumfey,  N0#  14  of  his  Pamphlet. 

I  attended  the  feflion  of  the  legiflature  about  three  weeks  after 
receiving  this  letter,  and  on  my  petition  for  afliftance  to  execute 
my  plan,  they  made  me  the  following  report  or  nearly  in  thele 
words,  (as  may  appear  by  examining  their  minutesj  "■  However 
defirous  it  is  for  liberal  and  enlightened  legifiatures  to  encourage 
ufeful  arts,  yet  the  ftate  and  condition  of  our  finances  are  fuch 
that  there  can  be  no  advance  of  public  money  at  prefent." 
From  this  report  it  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  Aflem- 
tol y  of  Maryland  did  not  conceive  ray  plan  the  fame  as  Mr.  Rum- 
fey's— finding  that  I  was  undoubtedly  the  firft  perfon  in  Ameri- 
ca that  could  be  termed  the  inventor  of  a  Steam  Boat,  either 
agreeably  to  cuftom,  or  equity,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  apply  to 
the  different  ftates  for  the  exclufiye  privileges  for  the  emolu- 
ments of  fuch  invention,  which  were  granted  by  New-Jerfey  in 
March  1786,  by  Delaware,  New  York  and  Pennfylvania  in  the 
winter  and  fpring  following,  and  by  Virginia  in  October,  1787. 

I  have 
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I  have  from  the  time  of  my  firft  thought  puriited  my  fchemfc 
with  unremitted  application,  without  a  fuipicion  of  an  interrup- 
tion, until  the  circulation  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  invidious  Pam- 
phlets, the  contents  of  which  I  now  find  it  neceffary  next  to  take 
under  confideration,  not  doubting  but  that  the  defign  and  ten- 
dency of  that  production  will  be  a  iufficient  apology  for  the  plain- 
nefs  with  which  I  mall  treat  it. 

Mr  Rumfey  fays  in  page  2,  "  That  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1784,  he  exhibited  the  model  of  a  Boat  to  his  Excellency 
General  Waihington,  at  Bath,  in  Berkeley  County,  calculated 
for  ftemming  the  current  of  rapid  rivers  only,  conftrueTed  on. 
principles  very  different  from  (his)  prefent  one ;  fatisfied  of  the 
experiment  of  her  making  Avay  againit  a  rapid  itream  by  the  force 
ofthejiream,  the  General  was  plealed  to  give  me  a  mod  ample  certi- 
ficate of  her  efficacy."  Here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  men- 
tion was  made  to  General  Waihington  of  Jleam,  at  the  time  of 
fuch  exhibition ;  the  principles  upon  which  the  Boat  was  propelled, 
were  entirely  unconnected  with,  and  diilincT:  from,  fleam;  being 
fimply  a  model,  propelled  by  water  wheels,  cranks  and  fet- 
ting  poles;  a  mode  which  was  many  years  ago  tried  on  the  river 
Schuylkill  by  a  farmer  near  Reading,  but  without  fuccefs.  From 
an  exhibition  of  this  plan  it  was  that  Mr.  Rumfey  procured  the 
certificate  from  General  Waihington,  and  on  that  certificate 
were  Mr.  Rumfey's  laws  founded.  In  his  petitions  to  the  feveral 
legiflatures,  he  prayed  for  no  exclufive  right,  for  the  ufe  of 
Steam  Boats ;  neither  did  he  make  mention  of  Steam,  to  their 
committees;  or  even  fuggeft  an  idea  of  the  kind:  as  proof  of 
which,  I  offer  the  following  petition  to  the  AfTembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  certificate  from  General  Waihington,  accompanying 
rt,  and  the  certificate  of  Manuel  Eyre,  Efquire,  who  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  Affembly,  who  reported  in  Mr.  Rumfey's 
favor. 

N°-  8, 

I  have  feen  the  model  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  Boats,  conftru&ed  to- 
work  againft  itreams;  examined  the  powers  upon  which  it  acts, 
been  eye  witnefs  to  an  actual  experiment,  in  running  water  of  fome 
rapidity;  and  give  it  as  my  opinion  (although  I  had  little  faith 
before)  that  he  has  difcovered  the  art  of  working  Boats  by  ac- 
chanifm  and  fmall  manual  aififtancc  againit  rapid  currents;  that 
the  difcovery  is  of  vaft  importance;  may  be  of  the  greateft  uie» 
fulnefs  in  our  inland  navigation,  and,  if  it  fucceeds,  of  which  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  the  value  of  it  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
fimplicity  of  the  works,  which  when  feen  and  explained,  may  be 
executed  by  the  raoft  common  mechanic. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  Town  c£  Bath,  County  o£ 
Berkeley,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  this  7th.  of  September,  1784. 

GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 
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N°-  9. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 
in  General  AJfembly  met. 
Gentlemen, 
Whereas  your  petitioner  has  formed  a  plan  for  facilitating  the 
navigation  of  rapid  rivers;  he  therefore  doth  propofe  to  conilruct 
a  certain  fpecies  of  Boats  of  the  burthen  of  ten  tons  which  (hall 
fail  or  be  propelled  by  the  combined  influence  of  certain  mecha- 
nical powers  thereto  applied,  the  dillance  of  between  twenty-five 
and  forty  miles  per  day,  againft  the  current  of  a  rapid  river,  not- 
withftanding  the  velocity  of  the  water  fhould  move  at  the  rate 
of  five  miles  per  hour  and  upwards,  with  the  burthen  of  ten 
tons  on  board,  to  be  wrought  at  no  greater  expence  than  that  of 
three  hands ;  and  as  a  premium  of  fo  ufeful  an  invention,  your 
petitioner  prays  for  an  aft  to  pafs  this  honourable  houfe,  granting 
to  your  petitioner,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  the  fole  and  exclufive  right 
of  constructing,  navigating  and  employing  boats  conftru&ed 
upon  his  new  invented-model  upon  each  and  every  creek,  river, 
bay,  inlet  and  harbour  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  this 
commonwealth,  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  fully  to 
be  compleated  and  ended,  to  be  computed  from  the  firlt  day  of 
January  next;  provided  always,  that  the  legislature  of  this  com- 
monwealth may,  at  any  time  within'the  term  aforefaid,  abolilh  the 

exclufive  right  herein  prayed  for,  by  the  payment  of 

pounds  in  gold  or  lilver.  And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 
ihall  pray. 

JAMES    RUMSEY. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  petition  remain- 
ing on  the  files  of  the  General  AfTembly  and  read  in  the  houfe 
November  26,  1784. 

J.    SHALLUS,  AJl.  C1L 

N°-  10. 

Philadelphia,  the  6th.  May,  1788. 
This  may  certify,  that  I  the  fubfcriber  was  in  AfTembly  for  the 
year  1784,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  to  report 
on  Mr.  James  Rumfey's  petition  for  his  Boat  to  go  againft  the 
ftreams  of  rapid  rivers,  and  that  there  was  no  mention  nor  any 
idea  held  up  to  the  committee  that  it  was  to  be  propelled  by  the 
force  of  (learn. 

(Signed) 

MANUEL    EYRE. 

Now  I  afk,  whether  it  does  not  amount  to  a  pofitive  proof  that 
Mr.  Rumfey  had  no  fort  of  reference  to,    or    dependance  on, 
Steam?  General  Wafhington  fays,  "  It  is  ibjmple  that  it  maybe 
executed  by  the  mod  common  mechanic;"  which  certainly  his  Ex- 
cellency 
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celiency  would  not  have  faid  of  a  Steam-engine;  a  machine, 
that  has  coft  me  two  years  to  underltand,  and  compleat.  If  we 
examine  the  Petition,  we  ihall  find,  that  it  confirms  the  Gene- 
ral's idea  of  iirnplicity;  for  Mr.  Rumfey  fays  "  it  may  be 
wrought  at  no  greater  expence  than  that  of  three  hands,"  plainly 
indicating,  that  the  expince  of  fire  was  not  in  contemplation;  and 
to  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  Mr.  Eyre  declares,  "  Ther: 
ivas  no  idea  held  up  to  the  committee  that  it  was  to  be  propeiled 
by  Steam." 

All  Mr.  Rumfey's  laws  were  obtained,  in  confequence  of  hid 
model,  ihown  to  General  Waihington  at  Bath;  which,  as  I  have 
faid,  was  nothing  but  water  wheels,  cranks  and  fetting  poles; 
therefore  he  could  have  no  pretention  to  the  ufe  of  Steam,  under 
thofe  laws.  With  the  fame  propriety,  his  claim  might  extend 
to  every  power,  and  every  machine  in  the  United  States;  as  foon 
as  any  man  had  invented  one  that  would  fuit  his  purpofe.  So 
that  upon  his  plan  of  law  making,  no  other  man  would  be  fafe 
in  expending  his  money,  but  all  muft  be  fwallowed  up  by  his 
pretendedly  ambiguous  laws.  But  I  am  happy  in  knowing, 
that  his  laivs,  as  well  as  his  claims,  cannot  interfere  with  mine; 
for  had  he  profeifed  any  reliance  on  Steam;  or  any  intention  to 
apply  it  to  his  boats,  he  certainly  would  not  have  neglected  in- 
ferring, fo  important  a  purt  of  the  fcheme,  in  his  petitions  to 
the  different  legiflatures.  Nor  would  he  have  prayed  to  be  in- 
verted with  the  exclulive  privilege,  to  ufe  boats,  constructed  on 
fuch  different  principles  from  thofe  he  really  intended  to  purfae. 
In  Mr.  Rumfey's  act  paifed  in  Pennfylvania,  it  is  (tiled  "  The. 
exclufive  right  of  conitructing,  navigating  and  employing  boau 
built  and  to  be  built  on  his  new  invented  mode,"  and  this  new 
invented  mode  (viz.  cranks,  water  wheels  and  fetting  poles)  i* 
all  he  was  entitled  to  under  that  law.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the- 
legiilatures  would  not  have  included  Steam  in  their  laws,  if  they 
had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Rumfey  that  it  was  his  grand  depen- 
dance ;  the  eifential,  the  vital  part  of  his  fcheme,  as  he  now  pro- 
fefles.  That  they  had  no  fuch  intimation  given  them,  is  very 
svident,  from  their  encouragement  to  me;  and. the  laws  fince 
paifed,  are  the  fulleil  proofs  of  the  received  meaning  of  Mr. 
Rumfeys  petitions,  viz.  that  they  had  no  connection  with  Steam. 
And  that  Mr.  Rumfey  did  not  think  himlelf  mifunderitood, 
mull  certainly  be  granted;  becaufe  he  made  no  objection  to  any 
of  my  petitions,  as  interfering  with  his  Laws,  which,  agreeable 
to  his  own  declarations,  were  founded  on  principles  very  different 
from  a  Steam-boat.  That  he  had  no  claim  to  Steam  under  his 
laws  is  evident,  from  his  confeifion  in  page  4,  line  31,  where  he 
fays  "  I  find  my  idea  of  Steam  was  nearly  matured  before  iteam 
had  ever  entered  his  head  by  his  confeifion  to  Governor  Johnfon 
viz.  April  1785." — Now  can  it  be  fuppofed  Mr.  Rumfey  had 
made   considerable  improvements  ou  Steanvsngines  in  1784,  or 

J3  that 
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that  he  had  obtained  laws  fecuring  a  right  to  the  ufe  of  Steam 
to  Boats,  when  at  the  time  of  his  petitioning  for,  and  the  palling 
of  thole  laws,  he  confeifes  his  idea  of  Steam  was  not  matured. 

He  fays  in  page  3,  line  1,  "  In  the  coarfe  of  that  fall  and  win- 
ter of  1784,  he  made  progrefs  in  fome  Steam-engines,  and 
page  16,  line  7,  of  Governor  Johnibn's  letter,  "  I  think  in  Octo- 
ber 1785,  you  told  me  you  relied  on  Steam  for  your  firft  pow- 
er, and  wiihed  me  to  promote  your  having  fome  cylinders  caft  at 
my  brother's  and  my  works;  the  attempt  did  not  lucceed." 
Speaking  of  General  Wafhington,  the  Governor  adds  "  But  the 
General  feems  to  have  thought  it  an  im matured  idea  that  he  did  not 
imagine  ycu  then  rilyed  o?i"  (viz.  in  November  1784.  ^  Thefe  two 
laft  acknowledgements  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rumfey,  muft  deftroy 
the  facts  alledged  in  the  firft,  viz.  that  "  He  made  progrefs  in 
Steam-engines  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1784."  For  the  infor- 
mation given  to  General  Wafhington  in  confidence  refpe&ing  the 
boat,  was  fuch  that  the  General  "  Did  not  think  he  then  relyed 
on  Steam;"  which  is  fully  confirmed,  by  his  making  ufe  of  the 
General's  certificate  to  the  Aifemblies,  wherein  the  difcovery  is 
treated  as  being  "  enhanced  by  its  fimplicity,  and  may  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  moil  common  mechanic"  which  furely  no  perfoa 
would  fay  of  a  Steam-engine. 

His  application  to  Governor  Johnfon  for  callings  for  a  Steam- 
engine,  is  infinuated  to  have  been  in  October  or  November  1 785, 
which  I  muft  deny,  and  refer  to  the  Governor's  own  letter  for  the 
proof;  being  confident  that  no  fuch  application  had  been  made 
to  that  gentleman  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  previous  to  my  obtaining  the 
letter  of  Recommendation  to  Governor  Smallwood.  But  even 
had  it  been  true  it  goes  no  further  back  than  October  or  Novem- 
ber 1785,  which  was  the  very  time  I  was  publifiiing  my  plan 
through  Pennfylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  was  near  three 
months  after  the  time  I  laid  it  before  Congrefs — And  yet  this 
attempt  to  have  a  cylinder  caft,  at  Governor  Johnibn's  works  ia 
October  or  November  1785,1s  the  firft  effay  towards  bringing 
forward  a  Steam-engine,  that  is  offered  in  proof,  admitting  it 
to  have  been  at  the  time  Governor  Johnfon  fuppofes,  which  I  can- 
not allow  for  reafons  I  fhall  presently  offer  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  already  faid  on  this  head.  Then  how  are  we  to  reconcile 
the  afiertion  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  having  made  confiderablc  pro- 
gref  in  Steam-engines  in  the  "  fall  or  winter  of  1784,"  when  it 
ai  pears  his  firft  attempt  (by  this  account,  was  not  made  until 
after. October  or  November  1 785  as  mentioned  by  Governor  John- 
Con's  letter.  I  fhall  hereafter  fhow,  to  a  demonstration,  beyond 
a)'  1  ...1  iVity  of  doubt,  that  this  fame  engine,  faid  to  have  been 
eOmpleati$  made  in  Frederick  rown  in  December  1785',  'was  not 
beg' .  until  March  1 786.  On  comparing  Governor  Johnfon's  letter, 
fent  under  my  dare  to  Gjenei  v  Smallwood,  dated  November  25th. 
1785,  (a  coniiderabie  time  after  I  firft  explained  to  him  my  mo- 
del 
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del  and  acquainted  him  of  my  intentions  of  purming  the  fcheme) 
with  his  letter  to  Mr.  Rumfey,  dated  December  the  i8du  i  ;;vy, 
it  mull  unavoidably  cail  in  queftion  the  memory  or  candoi.r  of  die 
writer,  the  latter  I  moll  certainly  ought  to  acquit,    and  (herald 
have  been  happy  had  I  obtained  the  ieatt  explanation  on  this  head, 
■when  I  lately  made  a  journey  to  his  houfe ;  expresfly  to  procure 
it ;  pofiibly  it  may  ilill  be  received.  If    Governor  Johnfon  knew, 
and  believed  the  legal  priority  of  Mr.    Rumi'ey's  claim,    to  a 
Steam-boat,  and  was  entrutled  with  his  fecret,  how  was  it  pofti- 
•ble  he   could  have  encouraged  a  man  "  cf  real  gSnaa   ami  ma- 
defy"  (as  he  was  pleafed  to  term  me)  to  proceed  on  an  experi- 
ment, which  terminate  as  it  would,  muit  inevitably  end  in  lofs 
and  difappointment.    For  iliould  the  experiment  fail,  which  wa6 
then  thought  very  doubtful,  the  fmall  fund,  which  I  ihould  raife 
by  the  lale  of  my  maps,  mull  likewife  fail;  for  I  was  to  expend 
it  in  Virginia  as  appears  by  Governor  Henry's  certificate  page  5. 
Should  the  experiment  fucceed  to  the  utmeft  of  my  willies,   I 
fuould  fufFer  more  leverely,  not  in  my  money  and  time  only,  but 
in  my  reputation;  and  meet  the  treatment  of  a  man  tiefpafikig 
on  the  rights  of  a  fellow  citizen,  who  had  a  law  in  his  favour. 
Had  Governor  Johnfon  at  the  time  he  encouraged  me,  known  the 
priority  of  claim  to  be  fairly  and  juilly  in  Mr.   Rum.'ey,  had  he 
been  then  in  poflellio'n  cf  his  fecret,  or  had  he  believed  any  atle 
veiled  in  Mr.   Rumfey  to  the  exclufive    ufe  of  Steam,  under  the 
law  of  Maryland,  fo  recently  paifed  in  his  favor,  the  Governor 
certainly  would  not  have   requeued   a   gentleman  of  General 
Smallwood's  rank,  to  countenance  me,  not  only  to  trelpas  on 
the  rights  of  Mr.   Rumfey,  but  to  violate  a  law,  which  as  Go- 
vernor of  the  ftate  he  was  bound  to  fupport.     Another  circum* 
fiance  corroborates  mv  alfertion  of  mifrelation  of  facts,  as  to  time. 
It  will  be  recollecledfhat  Governor  Johnfon's  letter  recommend- 
ing me  fo  very  minutely  and  warmly  to  the  patronage  of  Go- 
vernor Smallwood,  was  dated  25th.  November  1785,  and  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.   Rumfey,  the  Governor  fays,  "  In  October  or  No- 
vember 1785,  you  told  me  you  relied  on  Steam  for  your  firft 
power  and  wiihed  me  to  promote  your  having  fome  catlings  at  my 
brother's  and  my  works;  the  attempt  did  not  fucceed — I  confi- 
dered  myfelf  under  an  obligation  to  fecrefv,  'till  in  the  progrefs 
of  making  copper  cylinders  in  Fre Jerick  Town,  fome  time  after, 
when  I  found  that  the  deligned  purpofe  of  the  cylinder  was  a 
■fubjetl  of  pretty  general  converfotkn  " — Now  the  Governor's  letter 
in  my  favour  was  dated  25th.  November  1785,  and  the  whole 
machinery  is  fworn  to  have  been  compleated  on  the  1  ft.  Decem- 
ber following,  only  fix  days  after  the  time  of  my  getting   this 
letter  of  recommendation — and  as  the  cylinder  was  a  fubjecT:  of 
•'  pretty    general  converfation,"  I  could  not  have  been  kept  in 
ignorance  by  the  Governor  from  his  "  Obligation  to  fecrefy" 
becaufe  it  was  no  longer  a  fecret  at  Frederick- town. 
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The  thing  was  Impoffible  in  its  nature,  that  the  cylinders  and 
copper  works  jhonld  have  been  making*  and  a  fubject  of  general 
converfation,  in  Frederick-town,  on  the  25th.  day  of  November 
1785,  the  time  I  was  obtaining  my  letter  of  introduction  to  Go- 
vernor Smallwood,  in  that  very  town;  and  mull  have  heard  it 
mylelf,  if  Governor  Johnlbn  had  been  fo  dilmgenuous  as  to  con- 
ceal it  from  me;  which  is  abfurd  to  iuppofe;  for  I  made  my  huii- 
nefs  publicly  known  in  that  town,  and  therefore,  if  Mr.  Rum- 
fey's  cylinders  were  the  fubject  of  general  converfation,  I  mull 
have  heard  it  from  every  quarter;  therefore  it  clearly  follows, 
that  the  converfation  about  calling  of  the  cylinders,  the  obli- 
gation of  fecrefy,  and  the  general  converfation  about  die 
defign  of  the  cylinders  in  Frederick-town,  could  not  have  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1785. — If  Mr.  Rumfey  had  made  Governor 
Johnlbn  his  confident  "  In  Oflober  or  November  1785," 
it  is  highly  improbable  that  he  would  fo  far  have  deceived 
Mr.  Rumfey  and  me,  as  to  encourage  my  purfuit  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  within  fo  fhort  a  time  as  fix  days  of  its  being  compleated. 
■ — And  it  is  equally  improbable  that  Mr.  Rumfey  fhould  have 
communicated  this  fecret  and  requefted  his  affiflance  in  procur- 
ing callings  immediately  after  my  being  with  the  Governor,  as 
there  was  not  time  for  it — -the  Engine  being  fworn  as  I  have  faid 
to  have  been  all  compleated  flic  days  after  that  vilit— Then  the 
following  conclufibn  may  be  fafely  drawn,  that  Governor  John- 
ion  did  at  fome  fubfequent  day  (fo  long  after  as.  that  he  forgot  the 
.letter  he  had  given  me;  ;offer  to  affift  Mr.  Poamfey  with  callings: 
which  not  fucceeding,  an  application  was  made  to  copperfmiths 
-in  Frederick-town  the  eniuing  fpring,  who. in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer  1786,  delivered  their  work  to  Mr.  Rumfey. — About  this 
time  it  was  that  the  matter  became  a  fubjecl  of  "  general  converfa- 
tion;"—r-and  if  winter  flopped  the  putting  the  whole  machinery 
into  motion  as  fworn  to  by  Meffrs.  Barns  and  Morrow,  it  was  the 
■winter  of  1786,  which  is  long  after  my  boat  was  built,  and  my 
model  of  a  Steam  engine  compleated, — Of  this  my  readers  will 
foon  be  fully  convinced — and  a  further  weighty  proof  is- — that 
as  Mr.  Rumfey  profeffes  his  hurrying  on  hisrengine,  was  on  ac- 
xount  of  my  fetting  up'pretenfions,  it  cannot  be  believed  that  he 
would  fuller  my  petition  to  lay  before  the  aifembly  of  Maryland, 
and  be  reported  on  in  my  favour  about  the  20th.  December  178^, 
nineteen  days  after  he'  fays  his  boat  and  Engine  were  fmiihed — Mr. 
Foy  the  member  from  Frederick-town  muft  have  told  the  tale, 
and  laid  in  a. claim  for  his  countryman, — but  I  repeat  it  again, 
that  1  was  in  that  very  Frederick-town  on  my  way  to  the  Ailem- 
bl)  in  the  fedo!  1785,  every  where  publilhing  my  fcheme,  and  no 
Engine  was  began  there  during  that  year,  nor  until  March  fol- 
lowing, as  will  be  fully  lliown — but  before  I  come  to  my  proofs 
I  wifii  to  confute  him  out  of  his  own  writings. 
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Let  me  purfue  his  explanation  ftiil  further,  and  aik,  ifrha* 
could  be  the  ufe  of  fecrefy  in  this  buiinefs,  if  Mr.  Rumfey,  as  he 
ailedges,  was  fecured  in' the  ufe  of  the  invention  by  law?  Conld 
he  expect  any  countenance  from  the  public,  for  a  fcheme  wrap- 
ped up  in  fecrefy  and  which  is  confeffed  by  Governor  Johnfon 
to  have  remained  fo  until  after  I  had  pubiifhed  my  plan,  both  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia — Mr.  Rumfey  and  his  confidential  friends 
might  have  died,  and  then  no  advantage  could  have  arifen 
to  the  community ;.  and  until  fuch  advantage  was  publicly  im- 
parted, certainly  nothing  could  be  expected  from  the  publiej  I 

In  page  16  he  inferts  part  of  a  letter  from  general  Washing- 
ton in  anfwer  to  his  of '  the  10th.  March  1785:  "  It  gives  me 
much  pleafure  to  find  by  your  letter,  that  you  are  not  lefs  fenguine 
in  your  boat  project,  than  when  I  faw  you  at  Richmond,  and 
that  you  have  made  fuch  further  d/fcoveries  as  will  render  them 
more  extenfively  ufeful  than  was  at  firft  expected-'' — but  Hill  it  is 
plain  that  the  General  only  alluded  to  the  fetting  pole  plan,  for 
in  his  anfwer  to  Governor  Johnfon  (even  after  my  petition  w.is 
before  the  Affemblyof  Maryland )\cjlill thought  that  Mr.  Ru;r.- 
fey  had  f*  No  reliance  on-  Steam" — The  General's  faying  that 
he  thought  Mr,  Rumfey 's  idea  of  (learn  was  "  Immature."  in 
November  1784  (the  time  they  were  a;:  Richmond,)  is  a  proof 
that  Mr.  Rumfey's  "  Being  not  lefs  /anguine''  muft  have  alluded 
to  his  fitting  pole  fcheme,  becaufe  no  man  can  be  faid  to  be  fm- 
guinc  in  any  thing  of  which  he  has  but  "  An  'unmatured  idea;"' 
and  "  Further  dfoveries"  will  not  apply  to  Steam,  becaufe3  flcarr  ' 
could  be  no  neiv  difcovery, .and  was  mentioned  to  the  Gener.J 
at  Richmond :  nor  is  any  thing  mentioned  of  Steam  in  the 
General's- Letter;,  at  leaf!  in  the  extracts  It  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  if  Steam  had  been  the  dependable  difcovery,  it  would 
have  been  treated  on  more  largely,  and  have  produced  a  more 
pointed  anfwer;  the  truth  is,  Mr.  Rumfey  placed  no  dependauce 
on  Steam,  until  my  plan  came  forward,  and  his  own  had 
tailed;  ^confeious  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  claim,  and  the  fu- 
tility of  his  arguments  to  fupport  it,  he  found  that  fomething 
more  was  neceifary  than  merely  an  "  Imr.iclured  idea;":.  there- 
fore to  add  weight  to  his  plea,  he  endeavours  to  ef  ablifii 
himfelf  under  the  folemnity  of  oaths,  and  attempts,  to  prove, 
that  the  machinery  for  hia  Steam-engine,  was  executed  in  Balti- 
more and  Frederick-town,,  fo  as  to  be  compleated  and  put  toge- 
ther on  the  ijl.  of  December  1785.  Thefe  foiemn  and  pofitive 
declarations  are  contained  in  the  depofitions  of  Charles  Morrow 
and  Jofeph  Barns  (N°*  11  and  12  of  his  pamphlet)  who  arc 
probably  interefted  in  the  fcheme.  1  The  reader  will  pleafe  to  ex- 
amine thefe  depofitions ;  they  are  produced  to  fupport  facts, 
which  he  is  confeious  ought  to  have  exifted  at  the  time  they  fpecify, 
otherwife  his  pretenfions  would  confequently  fall.  Thefe  two 
vitneifes  teltify  to  abfolute  facts,  and  yet  affix  different  periods 
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©f  time  for  one  and  the  fame  tranfacticn.  Page  13,  line  14,  of 
Charles  Morrow's  depofition,  he  fays  "  About  die  firft  of  Decem- 
ber (1785)  it  appears  to  the  faid  Charles  that  the  whole  of  die 
machinery  was  ready  to  be  fixed  to  die  boat  which  came  down 
to  die  fallsr of  Shanandoah  for  experiment;  but  the  ice  then  com- 
mencing prevented  it  for  the  winter:"  and  line  28  of  the  fame 
deposition  he  fays,  "  In  the  fpring  of  1786,  the  machinery  was 
put  on  the  boat  and  the  firft  trial  made,  faid  Charles  being  on 
board."  Page  15,  line  1 1 ,  of  Jofeph  Barns' s  depofition  he  fays, 
"  In  December  (1785)  it  was  put  on  the  boat  at  Shanandoah  falls," 
thefe  different  declarations,  or  different  times  affixed,  at  which 
the  machinery  was  put  on  the  boat,  of  themfelves  tend  much  to 
deftroy  the  validity  of  their  oadis ;  for  the  time  the  machinery- 
was  put  on  board,  muft  have  been  a  fad,  fo  notorious,  that  it 
could  not  admit  of  a  miftake,  in  a  mind  properly  impreffed  with 
the  importance  of  an  oath.  In  page  10  &  11  William  Afkewfwears 
that  Mr.  Rumfey's  machinery  will  not  weigh  more  than  eight 
hundred  pounds,  and  that  he  is  well  convinced  it  may  be  made 
for  £20.  It  is  a  well  know  fact  that  of  Mr.  Rurnfey's  machinery, 
the  greateft  part,  muft  coniift  of  copper  or  brafs,  fuch  as  cylin- 
ders, tubes,  Cocks  and  valve?,  together  with  curious  wrought 
iron;  now  800  pounds  (were  it  all  made  of  Iron)  could  not  coft 
lefs  than  double  the  fum.  As  this  evidence  is  not  brought  to 
prove  any  diing  about  Mr.  Rumfey's  priority  it  is  of  no  impor- 
tance, and  the  abfurdity  it  contains  might  have  been  fpared. 
Whether  his  machine  or  my  machine  are  beft,  is  nothing  to  the 
purpofe;  I  have  been  daily  altering,  and  never  watched  his  mo- 
tions and  blunders,  as  it  is  evident  he  did  mine.  He,  it  feems 
made  a  fecret  of  his  doings,  whilft  mine  were  open  to  all  the 
world. 

It  is  proper  I  fhould  not  pafs  over  this  part  of  my  work,  with- 
out acknowledging,  that  I  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  the 
affiftance  of  my  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Henry  Voight  of  this 
city ;  'who  has  uniformly,  from  my  firft  undertaking  to  build  a 
boat,  afforded  .me  valuable  hints;  and  has  united  with  me  in 
-perfecting  my  plans.  To  his  inventive  genius  alone,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  improvement  in  our  mode  of  creating  fteam;  a 
•thought  which  ftruck  him  above  two  years  ago,  the  drawing 
having  been  fhewn  to  feveral  perfons;  for  we  never  made  a  fecret 
■of  any  part  of  our  works;  but  a  fear  of  departing  from  old 
eftabliihed  plans,  made  me  fearful  of  adopting  it,  until  I  had 
found  by  his  invention  of  creating  j7ea?n,  that  a  condenfar  might  be 
conftrucled  on  the  fame  principles,  (viz.  a  fpiral  pipe  or  worm) 
only  by  reverfing  the  agent,  for  the  beft  way  of  applying  jire 
to  evaporate  water  into  jleam,  muft  aifo  be  the  befi;  way  of  ap- 
plying cold  water  to  condenfe  fteam,  that  is,  the  bringing  the 
greateft  quantity  of  fire  into  action  upon  the  greateft  furface  of 
water— or  the  contrarv— And  we  had  an  additional  inducement  to 
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•fady  this  fubject,  becaufe  the  common  way  of  fixing  boilers, 
required  fo  great  a  load  of  brick  work,  that  it  overloaded  our 
boat.  Therefore,  the  firft  thought  that  mutt  occur  to  every 
man,  attempting  to  raife  fteam  on  board  a  boat,  mutt  be  to  ac- 
quire that  method  which  would  require  the  leaft  weight. — Since 
Mr.  P-umfey  has  been  in  town  I  have  been  told,  that  he  fays  I 
have  got  l>:s  mode  of  creating  Iteam ;  whether  that  be  die  cafe  or 
not  (or  whether  he  has  got  mine)  I  do  not  at  prefent  know.  But 
as  both  Mr.  Rumfey  and  Mr.  Voight  laid  their  drawings  and 
plans  before  the  Philofophical  Society  the  lame  day,  it  will  ap- 
pear how  far  they  are  alike.  And  Mr.  Voight  made  a  prior  en- 
try of  his  plans  in  the  Prothonotary's  office,  in  this  city.  If 
there  ihould  happen  to  be  any  fimilarity  between  them,  it  would 
be  nothing  furprhdng;  having  the  fame  load  on  both  dieir 
minds,  they  both  fought  relief;  and,  as  fick  perfons,  lacking  a. 
doctor,  chance  might  have  led  them  to  the  fame  man ;  and  I 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  apply  every  medicine  that  fuited  the 
diforder — but  I  will  proceed  with  the  pamphlet. — 

In  Page  1 7,  Henry  Bedinger  fays,  that  Mr.  James  Rumfey 
infermjd  him  in  or  before  the  month  of  March,  1784,  that  he 
intended  to  give  trial  to  a  fteam  boat,  and  he  believes  he  men- 
tioned fuch  intention  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  in  Kentuckey;  which 
feems  to  have  been  a  breach  of  honour,  as  it  mutt  be  fuppofed 
Mr.  Rumfey  gave  it  to  him  in  confidence;  for  he  treated  his  idea 
of  Steam  as  a  fecret  to  Governor  Johnion  long  after:  thus  on 
the  difcloiure  of  this  friend,  Mr.  Rumfey  builds  a  charge  againlt 
me,  as  having  filched  his  fcheme  in  Kentuckey;  this  like  his 
other  charges  is  founded  in  falfehood,  for  it  is  a  well  known  fact, 
that  I  have  not  been  in  Kentuckey  fince  die  year  1781.  The 
depofitions  of  George  Rcotes,  N°-  8,  and  Nicholas  Orrick,  N°- 
10,  teitifying  to  his  having  informed  them,  in  the  yenr  1784,  of 
his  projecting  a  fteam  boat  is  quite  ufelefs  for  reafens  already 
given.  Meifrs.  Henry  and  Pains  projecJed  it  before  him;  and  if 
bare  projeShn  was  fufficient  to  build  a  claim  on,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  there  are  people  now  in  their  graves,  whofe  heirs  might  fet  up 
more  early  claims  than  either  of  us.  If  Mr.  Rumfey  was  in  1  784 
projecting  a  boat  to  work  by  fteam,  with  a  view  of  carrying  it 
into  actual  execution,  why  did  he  not  apply  for  the  ufe  of  iteam  in 
his  laws?  the  reafon  is  plain, — General WalJiington gives  it  for  him, 
it  was  "  an  imwatured  idea  and  on  which  he  thought  he  did  net  reiyJ" 
I  mult  therefore  contend  that  thefe  depotkions,  lofe  their  weight, 
and  the  whole  or  his  conduct  proves  to  a  demonftration,  that  he 
could  not  have  been  enjra^ed  in  making;  fteam  engines  at  the 
time  mentioned  by  thofe  witnetfes,  with  a  view  of  applying  them 
to  his  boat.  In  page  20,  N°*  18,  he  inferts  a  paragraph  of  a 
letter  faid  to  have  been  written  by  a  Mr.  Daniel  Buckley,  near 
Philadelphia,  by  which  he  fixes  die  time  of  his  applying  himfelf 
to  the  "  perfecting  his  fteam  eagine  v.ha  much  ardor."    In  part 
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oi  laid,  infertcd  extrafi,  fpeaking  of  me,  he  ililes  me  "  a  Mr, 
Fitch  of  Philadelphia;''''  now  this  letter,  if  the  fads  it  recites  are 
true,  mull  have  been  written  after  the  17th.  of  April,  1786,  and 
not  in   1789,  as  infmuated  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  for  I  was  net  an 
inhabitant  of  Philadelphia  till  after  that  period;  nor  did  I  ever 
hear  that  Mr.  Rumfey  was  employed  in  making  a  fleam  boat  until 
long  after  that  time;  confequently  I  could  not  have  ufed  any  ex- 
preffions  about  it  until  after  April,  1786.      This  is  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  the  prevarication,  and  carrying  the  air  of  great  plaufi- 
bility,    I  mud  beg  my  Reader's  clofe  attention  to  it,  as  I  fhall 
prove  it  to  be  falfe.     Page  3,  he  fays,  "   I  wrote  to  General 
Washington  the  10th.  March,   1785,  that  I  intended  applying 
both  powers  (meaning  fleam  as  one)  to  build  a  boat    after  the 
model  of  one  he  law  at   Bath,  &c.  and  as  I  could  gain  truth 
only  by  fucceflive  experiments,  incredible  delays  were  produced, 
Sec.     1  bore  the  pelting  of  ignorance  and  ill-nature  with  all  re- 
fignatiori,   until  I  was  informed  fome  dark  affafuns  had  endea- 
voured to  wound  the  reputation  of  his  Excellency,  and  the  other 
gentlemen,  who  faw  my  exhibition  at  Bsfh,  for  giving  me  a  cer- 
tificate.    The  reflections  upon  thefe  worthy  gentlemen  gave  me 
inexprerfible  uneafinefs,  and  I  ihould  certainly  have  quitted  my 
fleam  engines,  though  in  great  forivardr.efs,  and  have  produced 
the  beat,  for  which  I  had  obtained  the  certificate,  for  their  jullificaticn 
and  my  own,  had  not  a  Mr.  Fitch  came  out  at  this  critical  minute, 
with  his  fleam-boat;  afTerting  that  he  was  the  firft  inventor  of 
fleam,  and  that  I  had  gotten  what  fmall  knowledge  I  had  from 
him,  &c."    Now  this  embarraffment  being  confefTediy  fubfequent 
to  the  letter  to  General  Wafhington,  jufl  mentioned,  viz.  10th. 
March,   1785.     The  letter  afferted  to  have  been  written  by  Mr. 
Buckley  is  incontrovertibly  fixed  between  this  date  and  the  1  ft-  of 
December  following,  the  time  fworn  to  for  compleating  of  the 
fleam  engine;  therefore,  as  Mr.  Rumfey  quitted  his  fetting  pole 
fcheme  and  "  purfued  the  perfecting  his  fleam  engines  with  en- 
creafed  ardor  (page  3)  on  the  reclept  of  this  letter;  it  becomes  of 
moment  to  afcertain  its  exact  date;  and  I  fhall  fhew  that  this 
letter  which  fet  Meflrs.  Rumfey  and  Barns  to  work  in  fuch  hafle 
and  with  fuch  "  encreafed  ardor"  was  not  written  until  near  a 
year  after  the  time  it  is  pretended,  and  the  copper  works  faid  to 
have  been  made  in  1785  were  not  begun  until  1786 — &  that  this 
machinery  completed  fo  brifkly  and  fworn  to  have  been  on  board 
in  December  1785  has  made  a  jump  of  jufl  twelve  months,  in 
order  to  perfuade  the  public  into  a  belief  that  Mr.   Rumfey's 
works  were  begun  time  enough  tofupplant  mine. — "  At  that  cri- 
tical minute"  fays  he,  "  Came  out  a  Mr.  Fitch  afferting  I  had  got 
what  fmall  knowledge  I  had  from  him" — At  what  critical  mi- 
nute I  afk? — Mr.   Rumfey's  third  page  will  tell  us— In  March 
1785,  he  informed  General  Wafhington  by  letter  that  he  intended 
applying  fleam  to  boats ;  in  December  following,  Meflrs.  Barns 

and 
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and  Morrow  fwear  the  boat  was  ready;  and  his  exhibiting  this 
boat,  he  conteffes  was  hurried  on  by  the  intelligence  received 
from  Mr.  Buckley;  confequently  this  work  and  this  "  Encreafed 
ardor"  was  jubfequent  to  the  date  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Buckley. 
Then  if  I  can  fix  the  time  of  Mr.  Buckley's  writing  the  letter, 
I  ihall  eftablifh  a  certain  fixed  period  at  which  Mr.  Rumfey  ac- 
knowledges his  works  were  not  on  board  his  boat.  And  I  feli- 
citate myfelf  in  being  able  to  do  it  fo  inconteftibly  as  to  prove 
frOm  his  own  writings  that  he  has  given  faife  dates  and  alTigned 
falfe  reqfons  for  his  movements.  He  knew  at  the  time  of  iniert- 
ing  that  quibling  account,  that  it  would  not  bear  the  light,  and 
therefore  did  not  dare  to  give  the  date  of  Mr.  Buckley's  letter, 
wrote  at  that  "  Critical  minute,"  for  Mr.  Buckley's  letter  would 
"have  fhewri  that  this  "  Critical  minute"  was  nor  in  1785,  when 
they  fwear  the  fteam-bcat  was  ready,  but  in  the  Summer  of 
1786,  full  twelve  months  after  I  had  made  my  plans  public, 
and  was  procuring  patterns  for  my  prefent  cylinder,  and  had 
made  a  complete  model  of  a  fteam-engine  in  brafs  and  iron. — 
I  have  been  at  the  pains  of  walking  66  miles  to  Pequa  and  Lan- 
caster to  fee  Mr.  Buckley,  that  I  might  obtain  an  additional 
proof  (to  the  many  others  I  ihall  produce)  that  Mr.  Rumfey  has 
tranlpofed  the  order  of  time  and  antedated  facls.  Mr.  Buckley 
frankly  tpicf  me  all  he  knew  of  the  matter  and  fixed  die  time 
of  writing  his  letter,  fo  circuniflantiaUy,  to  have  been  in  1786 
and  not  in  1785,  that  not  a  doubt  can  remain — and  it  will  fur- 
ther appear  from  the  certificate  he  has  given  me  that  the  colour- 
ing as  to  fait,  as  well  as  to  date,  has  been  grofsly  difingenuous, 
as  will  be  feen  on  comparing  his  certificate,  N0'*  18,  with  the  fol- 
lowing: 

N°-  11. 
This  may  certify,  that  the  paragraph  that  Mr.  James  Rumfey 
lias  copied  from  my  letter,  which  he  applies  to  the  injury  of  Mr. 
John  Fitch's  character,  was  riot  told  to  me  by  Mr.  Fitch,  but  by  odier 
peifons,  who  lor  reafons  were  convinced  of  his  priority  of  in- 
vention. And  as  to  the  time  of  writing  the  letter  it  was  when 
Mr.  Samue!  Briggs  ivas  niakikg  patterns  for  Mr.  Fitch's  callings, 
As  witnefs  tny  hand  this  twelfth  day  of  May,   1788. 

DANIEL    BUCKLEY. 

On  my  return  to  Philadelphia  I  applied  to  Mr.  Briggs  in  or- 
der to  afcertain  the  Time  of  his  making  my  patterns,  and  he  freely 
gave  me  the  following  certificate : 

N°-  12. 

This  may  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  That  in  the  Summer 

of  1786,  I  performed  fome  turning  work  for  John  Fitch,  being 

patterns  for  caftin^s  for  his  fteam-boat,  and  before  that  time  I 

made  no  work  for  the  find  John  Fitch  5 — That  I  am  acquainted 

C  with 
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with  Daniel  Buckley  and  faw  him  at  my  fhop  during  that  fum« 
mer  and  at  fundry  times  fmce,  and  we  have  frequently  converfed 
about  James  Rumfey,  but  the  particulars  of  any  converiation 
with  him  I  do  not  recolledl. 

'    SAMUEL    BRIGGS. 

Affirmed  the  ijth.  May,  1788,  that  the  foregoing  is  juft  and 
true,  before 

PLUNK t.   FLEESON. 

Thus,  independant  of  all  other  proofs,  have  I  brought  a  con- 
clusive evidence  out  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  own  writings  and  from 
his  own  testimonies,  that  the  fteam  machinery  fworn  to  have 
been  on  board  in  December,  1785,  could  not  have  been  ready  un- 
til December,  1786;  and  here  I  might  fafely  reft  my  defence, 
and  very  properly  quote  Mr.  Rumfey's  own  words  (annexed  to 
this  certificate,  N0,  i"8.)  viz.  "  Should  he  incline  to  ajfert  here- 
after, what  credit  he  will  deferve,  has  been  fo  clearly  proved, 
that  future  impofitions  may  be  avoided,  and  ihofe  who  Spread  a 
ilander  they  do  not  believe,  deferve  the  contempt  of  all  honeft 
men." 

But  I  will  proceed,  and  muft  not  omit  remarking,  that 
this  third  page  of  his  work  is  very  fatal  to  him.  He  fays, 
"  I  mould  certainly  have  quitted  my  fteam-engines  (engines 
only  in  idea)  though  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  have  produced  the 
boat  for  which  I  had  obtained  the  certificate,  &ic.  had  not  a  Mr.  Fitch 
come  out  at  this  critical  minute  with  his  fteam-boat,  Sec."  And 
further  adds,  "  Had  "I  exhibited  mjjirft  boat  it  would  have  been 
conftrued  into  an  acknowledgement  of  Mr.  Fitch's  aflertion,  by 
producing  a  boat  with  which  fteam  had  nothing  to  do ;  thefe 
considerations  compelled  me  to  purfue  the  perfecting  my  fteam- 
engines,  with  increafed  ardor." — Thus  I  have  a  proof  from 
himfelf,  that  the  certificates  from  General  Walhington,  &c. 
(which  procured  his  laws  in  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Pennsylva- 
nia) had  no  reference  tnjleatn — confequently  my  laws  for  the  exclu- 
five  ufe  of  fteam  applied  to  boats,  cannot  interfere  either  with 
his  laws,  or  his  expectations  at  the  time  of  afking  for  them.  I 
applied  to  the  Several  legislatures  openly  and  unguardedly,  with- 
out friends  and  without  patrons ;  and  from  the  pure  merit  of  my 
pretenfions,  met  with  fuccefs,  without  a  whifper  being  breathed, 
that  I  was  interfering  with  Mr.  Rumfey.  I  am  confident  that  he 
never  conceived  me  to  be  a  rival  in  navigating  boats,  until  he 
found  his  own  plan  hopelefs  and  mine  likely  to  Succeed. 

In  his  third  page  he  fays,  "  I  wrote  to  General  Washington 
loth.  March  1 785,  that  I  intended  applying  both  powers  to  a  boat 
built  after  the  model  of  the  one  he  law  at  Bath;  but  the  disad- 
vantages before  mentioned  ftill  remained  and  as  I  could  gain 
truth  only  by  fucceffive  experiments,  iniredible  Mays  were  produc- 
ed 
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ed — ;and  though  my  diftreffes  were  greatly  increafed  thereby, 
fcc." — It  is  truly  amazing  that  though  he  had  long  before  this 
letter,  been  making  progrefs  in  Steam-engines,  and  gaining 
truth  by  fucceffive  experiments,  and  incredible  delays,  inibmuch 
that  at  the  time  of  his  propofing  to  get  cylinders  call  at  Gover- 
nor Johnfcn's  works  in  October  1785,  he  had  the  principal  part 
of  his  work  untouched:  I  fay  it  is  amazing,  that  theie  incredible 
delays  ihculd  all  vanifh  as  in  an  inltant,  and  that  between  the 
time  of  his  failing  at  Governor  Johnfon's  works,  in  Odlober  or 
November  1785,  and  the  ift.  of  December  following,  he  mould 
have  completed  his  whole  machinery,  ready  to  be  put  on  board. 
— A  Steam-engine  is  a  complex  piece  of  work,  and  his  mbfe- 
quent  tranfa&ions  fhew  that  he  found  it  fo;  for  it  has  taken  him 
from  the  iummer  of  1786  (when,  he  removed  his  works  from 
Frederick- town)  to  the  winter  of  1787  to  make  them  ready  for 
a  fair  experiment.  No  perfon  therefore  can  be  brought  to  be- 
lieve, that  his  firlj  machinery  could  have  been  conjured  together 
in  little  more  dian  30  days. — No  fuch  thing  happened — I  have 
already  fufficient  proof  to  the  contrary,  and  have  no  doubt  but 
a  multitude  of  corroborating  witneifes  will  voluntarily  offer 
themielves,  when  this  pamphlet  gets  down  to  Frederick-town 
and  Shepherds  town,  where  I  lhall  take  fome  pains  to  have  it 
circulated. — It  is  truth  alone  I  am  in  fearch  of,  in  order  to  wipe 
off  the  imputations  from  my  own  character;  for  as  to  liability 
of  title  to  my  exclufive  rights,  I  lhall  not  call:  away  an  anxious 
thought  about  it — I  am  fecured  by  my  laws — and  my  "  coadju- 
tors" as  Mr.  Rumfey  is  pleafed  to  teim  them,  I  am  fure  have 
no  fort  of  apprehenfion  about  the  monies  they  have  riiqued;  and 
only  wilh  that  I  lhould  remove  any  alperlions  that  may  be  un- 
juftly  call  upon  me — Thus  far  it  may  be  laid  they  have  an  inter- 
eft  in  my  fuccefs,  becaufe  a  law  in  my  favour  in  Maryland  is  yet 
depending. 

I  muft  not  yet  quit  the  fubjecl  of  Mr.  Buckley's  letter  in  his 
third  page,  from  whence  it  is  plainly  to  be  gathered,  that  fub-. 
fequentto  his  letter  of  10th.  March  1785,  to  General  Wafhington 
he  meant  to  tell  the  world  he  was  buiily  employed  in  private  ex- 
periments on  Steam-Engines,  and  that  although  his  firft  letting 
pole  boat  "  Bore  the  pelting  of  ignorance  and  ill-nature,"  yet  he 
did  not  fet  about  making  a  Steam-engine,  for  this  boat,  until 
(as  he  calls  it  the  critical  moment  when  a  Mr.  Fitch  with  his  Steam- 
engine  came  out,  afferting  that  he  was  the  firft  inventor  of  Steam, 
and  that  "  I  had  gotten  what  fmall  knowledge  I  had  from  him.'* 
— Now  as  all  his  experiments  were  privately  conducted,  and  he 
does  not  pretend  to  have  begun  his  boat  engine,  until  Mr;  Buck-- 
ley  had  fent  notice  that  I  charged  him  with  ftealing  knowledge 
from  me ;  I  would  afk  any  man  where  I  was  to  obtain  the  grounds 
for  my  charge?  it  could  not  be  until  I  had  begun  my  own  engine, 
and  made  it  every  where  public — then  it  follows  that  my  pre- 
tended 
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tended  complaint  againft  him  muft  have  been  fubfequent  to  my 
own  works  and  prior  to  the  beginning  ot  his  works  for  his  boat 
in  November  (as  he  calls  it)  which  from  his  own  ftatement  has 
laid  a  fair  and  juft  foundation  for  my  claim  of  public  priority* 
for  private  priority  is  out  of  the  queftion,  as  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Ellicott  and  Mr.  Paine  are  before  us  both. 

Nay,  even  after  the  real  Steam-engine  for  his  boat  was  actu- 
ally begun,  we  find  it  kept  as  the  moft  profound  lecret;  and  from 
Charles  Morrow's  depolition  it  is  declared,  that  the  boat  came 
to  Shepherds-town  early  in  die  fall  1785;  that  Mr.  Barns  went 
to  Baltimore  fhortiy  after  to  have  fome  machinery  caft;  and  on  his 
return  from  Baltimore  was  fent  to  Frederick- town  in  order  to 
have  fome  other  things  made  (which  could  not  confidently  with 
Governor  Johnion's  lettei  be  earlier  than  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember) and  about  the  middle  of  November  they  were  all  fmiihed 
viz.  a  boiler,  two  cylinders,  pumps,  pipes,  &c. — I  confefs  this  is 
Very  brifk  work  for  a  country  town — more  than  ever  I  could  get 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

•  At  Baltimore  four  large  cocks  were  befpoke  by  Mr.  Barns 
and  the  brafs-founder  was  told  they  were  for  the  warm  fpr'w.gs  of 
Virginia  as  will  prefently  appear;  Governor  Johnfon  was  entrusted 
with  the  fcheme  in  confidence,  and  the  copper  works  were  car- 
ried on  in  Frederick-town  with  great  fecrefy — infomuch  that  a 
citi/.en  hearing  it  rumored  that  they  were  for  a  Steam-engine, 
applied  to  fee  them,  but  was  refufed  (as  will  be  fhewn)  and  the 
matter  itill  remained  a  fecret  until,  as  Governor  Johnfon  fays, 
*♦  The  defigned  purpofe  of  the  cylinder  was  a  fubject  of  pretty 
general  converfation  in  Frederick-town" — Then  during  this  in- 
terval of  privacy,  furely  any  man  that  iliould  have  conceived  the 
fame  idea  and  brought  it  forward  to  public  view,  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  the  right  and  advantages  of  the  difcovery — For  all 
thefe  confidential  perfons,  as  I  have  already  laid,  might  have 
died,  and  the  world  have  loit  the  benefit — Let  me  confider  the 
danger  of  admitting  this  new  doctrine  of  claims — A  man  makes 
a  valuable  difcovery — he  purities  it  at  a  great  expence  and  pub- 
lifhes  it  to  the  world — a  fett  of  men  combining  together  fhall  af- 
terwards come  forth,  Iwear  for  each  other,  that  they  had  been 
making  the  fame  kind  of  engine,  many  months  before,  and  bring 
proofs  from  refpectable  characters,  that  they  had  hinted  &X.  the  prac- 
ticability of  iuch  a  fcheme,  even  before  their  private  experiments. 
"Will  any  man  of  the  leal!  particle  of  understanding  allow,  that 
this  private  tvork  fhall  be  admitted  to  contain  fufficicnt  evidence 
to  cverfet  the  public  works  of*  a  fair  and  open  artilt  ?  Surely  not 
— h  it  was  once  allowed, -men  would  not  be  wanting  to  fwear 
away  from  the  real  inventor,  the  moft  valuable  difcoverics  in  the 
world. — All  they  would  delire  from  the  public  claimant,  would 
be,  i  or -him  to  fix  the  earlied  date  to  his  difcovery,  and  if  it  was 
Zo  or  even  50  years  back  they  would  prove  that  they  themfelves, 

their 
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their  fathers  or  grandfathers,  or  fomc  diftant  friend,  had  com- 
municated it  many  years  before. — There  is  no  end  to  this  kind 
of-  proof;  and  both  reafon  and  law  unite  in  defending  the  rlrft 
public  difcoverer. — It  would  be  dangerous  in  the  higheft  degree 
to  deviate  from  this  rule. — If  Mr.  Rumfey  did  really  in  good 
faith  and  confeience  intend  to  carry  into  execution,  the  fecret  he 
communicated  to  General  Waihington,  I  can  only  fay  he  was 
unlucky  in  delaying  it  lb  long,  as  to  let  me,  with  my  fubfequent 
difcoveries,  come  forward  before  him ;  what  I  did  was  public — it 
was  notorious  to  all  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  not  a  murmur 
was  railed  againfl  me,  not  a  fyllable  uttered  (that  I  ever  heard) 
charging  me  with  interfering  with  Mr.  Rumfey. — The  Affem- 
blies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  encouraged  my  fcheme,  and  no- 
body told  me  I  fhould  interfere  with  him. — My  petitions  laid 
long  before  the  Aifembly  of  Virginia,  and  a  law  was  ultimately 
paifed  in  my  favour,  without  objection  or  complaint.  Mr.  Rum- 
fey has  infmuated  that  I  got  my  firft  thought  from  Captain  Be- 
dinger  in  Kentuckey,  who  went  there  in  1784 — nay  he  goes  fo 
far  in  one  place,  as  to  fay,  he  "  Was  told  fo"  and  in  another  that 
"  Circumftances  leave  little  room  to  doubt  it."  I  have  already 
declared  that  I  have  not  been  in  Kentuckey  fince  the  year  1781 : 
thus  falls  to  the  ground,  this  part  of  his  "  Plagiarifm"  allega- 
tions.— But  I  will  mggcfV  to  him,  that  it  is  much  more  pro- 
bable, that  all  his  determination  1  of  beginning  his  Steam-engine, 
might  have  come  to  him  in  a  much  ftraighter  line,  than  from 
Kentuckey  to  me.  Captain  Bedinger  is  fo  uncertain  about  the 
matter  of  his  ever  having  mentioned  fleam  in  Kentuckey,  that  he 
only  fays,  coldly,  that  he  "  belie-ves"  he  alfo  mentioned  "  that 
it  worked  byfleavi."  I  will  remind  Mr.  Rumfey,  that  I  not  only 
believe  that  I  piefented  my  plan  to  Congrefs,  before  the  time  he 
pretends  to  have  fpoken  to  Governor  Johnfon  about  getting  cy- 
linders lor  him,  and  before  his  copper  works  were  befpoke,  but 
the  Files  of  Congrefs  will  prove,  that  in  Auguft,  1785,  I 
laid  my  plan  before  them;  and  nobody  will  iuppofe  it  was  a  very 
inuire<ft  road  from  Congrefs  to  each  of  the  United  States.  A 
very  few  days  after  my  plan  was  laid  before  them,  Mr.  Rumfey 
might  have  been  furniiaed  with  a  copy  of  it :  and  if  anyr  mem- 
ber of  Congrefs  fhould  know  of  fuch  a  tranfaction  (certainly 
very  innocent  in  itfelf)  he  will  confer  a  great  obligation  on  me  by 
communicating  it. — But  in  Philadelphia  it  was  public  before  it 
went  to  Congrefs,  and  long  before  Mr.  Rumfey's  orders  went  to 
Frederick  Town  or  Baltimore.  I  have  a  fair  right  to  fuppofe  all 
thefe  things,  and  Mr.  Rumfey's  giving  me  no  oppofition  in  my 
application  for  exclufive  laws,  and  even  permitting  his  law  to 
expire  in  Pennfylvania,  without  trying  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  it,  amount  to  pofitive  proof  that  he  had  no  ferious  thoughts 
about  applying  fleam  until  it  was  too  late.— I  promife  him  I  lhall 
net  be  fo  dilatory  in  exhibiting  my  boats  in  Virginia,  conform- 
ably 


ably  to  my  law,  I  truft  to  the  goodnefs  of  my  caufe  and  the: 
honor  and  generofity  cf  my  country, — and  that  I  not  only  have 
a  fubftantial  right  by  exclufive  laws,  but  by  juftice  and  equity. 

The  affidavits  from  William  Aihew,  N°-  6,  and  Henry  Be- 
dinger,  N°*  7,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Rumfey' s  boat  is  much  fuperior 
to  mine,  is  acknowledging  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rumfey,  that  his 
pretentions  to  the  invention  are  but  weakly  founded.  However 
faulty  my  works  might  be,  and  however  perfect  his  own,  it  would 
have  no  force  in  the  determination  of  our  title  to  the  invention ; 
but  argues  a  wifli  in  him  to  gain  an  advantage  on  principles  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  on  which  our  difpute  mult  be  ultimately  decided 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world. — But  even  this  pofition  of  Mr.  Rum- 
fey's I  will  not  allow:  for  on  a  comparifon  of  the  velocity  and 
bulk  of  both  boats  and  the  force  applied,  it  is  evident  that  mine 
exceeded  in  the  proportion  of  more  than  two  to  one.  I  had  a 
bulk  of  water  to  remove  equal  to  above  12  tons,  whilft  he  had 
to  contend  with  no  more  than  3  tons,  if  I  am  rightly  informed; 
and  our  cylinders  (or  moving  powers)  were  nearly,  if  not  quite* 
equal:  yet  my  boat  was  urged  forward  with  nearly  the  lame  ve- 
locity of  his  boat; — therefore,  his  mode  hath  hitherto  no  iuperi- 
ority.  As  to  his  drawing  water  in  at  the  bottom,  and  pulhing 
it  out  at  the  ftern  of  a  velfel,  it  is  no  new  invention,  but  was 
long  before  prefented  to  the  Philofophical  Society  at  Philadel- 
phia. The  thought  came  originally  from  France,  of  which  I 
was  acquainted  before  he  befpoke  any  of  his  works  for  fteam,  and 
contended  the  right  of  ufmg  it  with  Mr.  Arthur  Donaldfon,  in  the 
beginning  of  1786,  before  the  Aftembly  of  Pennfylvania,  as  he 
attempted,  at  that  time,  to  aifume  the  difcovery  to  himfelf. 

N°-  13. 

I  well  remember  when  Mr.  Arthur  Donaldfon  propofed  be- 
fore the  committee  of  Affembly,  a  method  of  navigating  boats 
by  a  ftream  of  water  forced  through  by  means  of  a  fteam  engine; 
that  you  appeared  to  be  acquainted  with  the  principle,  which  was 
laid  to  be  originally  Dr.  Franklin's,  and  that  you  then  declared 
it  had  been  your  intention  to  have  made  an  experiment  upon  it. 

GEO.   CLYMER. 
Mr.  John  Fitch. 

May  17,  1788. 

In  fpite  of  all  oppofition  I  was  left  in  full  pofTeffion  of  that  or 
any  other  way  I  chofe,  provided  I  worked  by  fteam,  and  no  man 
can  take  it  from  me  until  my  laws  expire.  I  conceive  we  have 
by  no  means  come  to  the  greateft  perfection  of  applying  our 
power.  I  am  now  trying  an  experiment,  and  the  machine  is 
nearly  finiftied,  to  propel  a  boat  not  by  expelling  water,  but  air, 
and  hope  Mr.  Rumfey  will  allow  that  this  is  a  mode  peculiar  to 

myfelf; 
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tfnyfelf ;  but  if  he  pleafes  he  will  deny  it  and  afTert  that  he  had  pri- 
vately tried  fome  experiments  to  aifertain  its  practicability — I  fur- 
ther hope  that  the  public  will  make  great  allowances  for  my  not 
being  more  forward  in  my  plans,  efpecially  when  they  conii  der  the 
great  difficulty  of  procuring  proper  workmen,  together  with  the 
•new  and  unexplored  ground  that  I  had  to  travel  over,  but  hope 
fhortly  that  I  ihall  have  it  fo  perfect  as  to  give  full  fatisfa&ion  of 
its  utility. 

In  Page  5,  he  afTerts,  that  my  boat  will  not  be  propelled  at 
the  rate  of  more  than  three  miles  per  hour  when  no  tide  op- 
pofes:  this  aflertion,  I  believe,  will  fhortly  be  proved  both  rafh 
and  envious:  I  can  make  her  go  not  only  three,  but  three  times 
three. 

But  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  this  is  taking  up  the  difpute 
upon  different  principles,  than  thoie  Mr.  Rurrrfey  found  neceffary 
to  hold  up  to  public  view,  viz.  That  he  was  the  inventor  of  the 
(leam-boat. — This  leads  me  to  confider  the  principles  on  which 
exclufive  privileges  are'founded,  agreeably  to  juftice  and  policy. 
If  we  have  recourfe  to  the  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  and 
-more  efpecially  to  England,  whofe  laws  refpefting  the  title  to 
property  are  (with  little  and  in  fome  cafes  with  no  variation) 
in  force  among  us,  we  fhall  find  that  their  laws  imply  that  no 
fpecies  of  property  ought  to  be  held  more  facred  than  the  pro- 
perty of  inventions :  for  having  their  origin  in  the  imagination 
of  man,  uncertain  in  their  operations,  and  expenfively  perplex- 
ing in  experiment,  it  becomes  neceffary  to  have  fome  mode  eila- 
bliihed  to  fecure  to  the  owner  the  full  benefit  of  his  invention, 
which  might  otherwife  prove  his  ruin.  To  prevent  which,  jullicc 
and  good  policy  have  pointed  out  a  remedy,  and  cuilom  has  efta- 
blilhed  it  on  a  permanent  bafis. — The  inventor  can  claim  no  be- 
nefit from  his  thoughts  or  inventions,  before  he  makes  a  public 
declaration  of  fuch  invention  in  fome  place  of  record  eilablifhed 
for  fuch  purpofes, — that  is — he  who  invented  and  published  a 
Steam- Engine  will  have  an  exclufive  right  for  a  certain  number  oi 
years  for  all  fceam-engines :  at  the  expiration  of  which,  each  Im- 
prover has  an  undoubted  right  to  the  benefit  of  any  improvement. 
On  thefe  principles  he  who  firfl  invented  and  publifhed  the  idea 
of  a  fleam-boat,  inverts  himfelf  with  a  fair  and  juft  title  to  all 
fleam-boats  for  a  certain  time,  which  in  ju'lice  and  policy  go- 
vernment is  bound  to  fupport. — The  flatc  of  Pennfylvania  hath 
given  her  fentiments  on  this  head,  and  hath  declared  fuch  to 
have  been  her  explanation  of  the  title  to  inventions  by  rejecting 
Mr.  Arthur  Donaldfon's  petition  to  have  me  confined  to  a  certain 
mode  of  applying  my  power. — It  was  not  the  mode  of  ufing  the 
force  of  fieam  which  had  any  merit  in  this  invention;  but,  it  was 
the  idea  of  connecting  fleam  with  navigation,  that  juftly  claimed 
the  public  patronage  as  foon  as  that  idea  was  made  public,  and 
the  benefit  of  it  applied  for. 

I  (hall 
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T  fhall  now  Introduce  the  proofs  I  have  prcmifed,  and  mow 
to  the  world  what  degree  of  credit  and  countenance  ought  to  be 
given  to  a  man,  who  in  order  to  deprive  me  cf  my  juft  rights, 
has  brought  forward  evidences  to  fwear  to  facts  which  are  totally 
falfe — You  will  fee  that  transactions  are  antedated  and  a  decepti- 
on intended,  with  a  view  both  of  difgracing  and  robbing  me— 
Confident  that  grofs  mifreprefentations  had  been, made  ufe  of,  I 
was  at  the  expence  and  trouble  of  two  journeys  to  Frederick- 
town  in  Maryland,  the  fcene  of  his  operations,,  and  there  I  was 
foon  confirmed  in  my  fufpicions  that  this  plauiible  pamphlet  was 
built  on  falfehood,  and ,  that  the  patrons  whom  Mr,  Rumfey's 
addrefs  has  procured  him  in  this  city,  have  committed  themfelves 
too  unrefervedly  to  a  ftranger.  I  now  find  the  reafon  of  his  fo 
long  delaying  to  put  in  his  claim — it  was  that  a  period  might 
clapfe  fufficient'for  memory  to  be  uncertain,  and  for  facts  to  be 
tranfpofed  in  the  order  of  time ;  the  death  of  one  of  his  principal 
workmen  alfo  rendered  it  probable  that  fome  of  his  pretended 
proofs  might  be  difficult  to  detect.  A  love  of  juftice  has  induc- 
ed a  number  of  perfons  to  ftep  forward  and  teftify  in  the  molt 
unequivocal  manner  that  the  works  fworn  by  Mr.  Rumfey's  evi- 
dences to  have  been  finillied  the  ift.  December,  1785,  were  not 
begun  until  March  following,  when  he  muft  have  been  very  fully 
polieffed  of  a  knowledge  of  my  pretenfions. 

The  ten  following  certificates  will  prove  fully  the  antedating. 

N°-   14. 

The  affidavit  of  Frederick  Tombough,  Smith  and  partner  of 
Mr.  Zimmer,  the  Copper-fmith  in  Frederick  Town  who  made 
tire  copper  work  for  Mr.  Rumfey's  fteam-boat. 

Maryland,  Frederick  County,  April  1 8th.  1788.  Then  appear- 
ed before  the  fubferiber,  a  juftice  for  faid  Mate  and  county,  Fre- 
derick Tombough,  aged  about  thirty-nine  years,  who  being 
fworn  on  the  holy  Evangelifts  of  Almighty  God,  depofeth  and 
fayeth,  that  fome  time  in  March  1786,  he,  this  deponent  was  in 
partnerfhip  with  Matthias  Zimmers,  now  deceafed,  in  a  black- 
j'mith's  fhop,  adjoining  faid  Zimmers'  copper-fmith's  fhop — and' 
that  he  remembers  two  copper  pipes  being  brought  into  his  fhop 
by  faid  Zimmers  to  fix  the  feams — which  pipes  he  was  told  were 
for  Mr.  Rumfey's  Steam  boat — and  further  that  he  knew  of  no 
work  being  done  in  Mr.  Zimmers'  fhop  on  account  cf  faid  boat 
previous  to  the  time  above  mentioned. 
Sworn  before 

GEORGE    SCOTT. 

N°-  15. 

The  certificate  of  Mrs.  Zimmers,  widow  of  Mr.  Zimmers, 
which  is  corroborated,  and  the  time  eftabliflied,  by  the  next  cer- 
tificate: •    * 

Thii 
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This  may  terrify,  that  I  the  fubfcriber,  wife  to  the  late  Matthias 
Zimmers,  deceafed,  have  no  accounts  in  my  books  fo  as  to  affer- 
tain  the  time  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  befpeaking  his  machinery  for 
his  Steam-boat,  or  as  to  the  time  of  his  taking  it  away — but 
that  Michael  Balr/.el  turned  works  to  finifh  the  firft  machinery 
faid  Rumfey  had  of  my  hufband  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
knowledge. — As  witnefs  my  hand,  this  29th.  April,  1788. 

ELIZABETH    ZIMMERS. 

N°-  16. 
The  certificate  of  Michael  Baltzel,  Turner,  which  eftablifhes 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Zimmers'  fact. 

Frederick-town,  \*}th.  April,  1788. 
This  may  certify  that  I  the  fubfcriber  turned  works  for  Mr. 
James  Rumfey  of  Virginia,  for  his  Steam-boat  viz.  a  round 
piece  of  wood  about  8  inches  diameter  and  about  4  feet  long, 
&c.  to  round  his  copper  works  upon — faid  turning  was  done  in 
March  1786.     As  witnefs  my  hand 

MICHAEL    BALTZEL. 

N°-  17. 

The  certificate  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Morris,  inn-keeper,  which 
confirms  the  afTertion  in  Governor  Johnfon's  letter,  that  the 
•'  Deligned  purpofe  of  the  cylinders  was  a  fubject  of  pretty  ge- 
neral conversation"  in  Frederick  Town,  and  therefore  had  it 
been  prior  to  my  petition  to  the  affembly  of  Maryland  the  mid- 
dle of  December,  1785,  Mr.  Foy,  the  member  of  alfembly  re- 
fident  in  that  town  muft  have  known  it,  and  the  houfe  have  re- 
ceived information  from  him,  when  probably  they  might  have 
afiigned  other  reafons  for  rejecting  my  petition  than  mere  bare- 
nefs  of  finances.  If  ail  the  machinery  was  ready  to  put  on 
board,  as  Mr.  Morrow  fwears,  on  the  1  ft.  December,  it  muft 
have  been  a  fadt  notorious  to  the  whole  town; — but  the  following 
declaration  fhows  that  fo  far  from  being  on  board  in  December, 
1785,  it  was  fhut  up  as  a  fecret  even  fo  late  as  the  latter  end  of 
March  following;  fo  that  this  "  pretty  general  converfation," 
which  Governor  Johnfon  fpeaks  of,  could  not  have  happened 
until  about  this  time,  and  all  the  evidences  I  produce  confirm 
my  afTertion,  that  Mr.  Rumfey  did  not  begin  his  fleam-engine, 
until  I  had  publifhed  my  plan  all  through  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia.— .-The  certificate  is  as  follows : 

Frederid-tozvn  18th.  April  1788. 
This  may  certify  that  I  the  fubfcriber  was  towards  the  latter 
end  of  March  1786,  informed  that  Mr.  Matthias  Zimmers  had 

D  begun 
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begun  fome  machinery  for  Mr.  Rumfey's  Steam  boat — Accord- 
ingly I  called  on  Mr.  Zimmers  to  fee  it,  but  was  refufed  the  fight 
of  it,  as  it  was  then  retained  as  Mr.  Rumfey's  fecret — but  was 
informed  that  it  was  begun  in  the  beginning  of  the  fame  month, 
this  I  declare  to  be  the  truth  as  near  as  I  can  recoiled* — As  wit- 
nels  my  hand 

JONATHAN    MORRIS* 

N°-  18. 

The  depofition  of  John  Peters,  who  performed  fuch  parts  of 
Mr.  Rumfey's  machinery  as  were  made  of  tin. 

Frederick  County,  Maryland,  April  18th.  1 788. 
I  the  fubfcriber  was  a  journeyman  and  worked  for  Mr  Mat- 
thias Zimmers — and  began  to  work,  in  the  tin  bufmefs,  at  the 
fame  time  Mr.  Zimmers  did  begin  the  copper  works  for  Mr. 
James  Rumfey,  of  Virginia,  for  his  Steam  boat,  which  faid 
coppers  and  tin  works  weie  begun  in  March,  in  the  year  1786. 

JOHN    PETERS. 

Sworn  before  me,  JACOB  YOUNG,  one  of  the  juftices 
for  Frederick  county,  Maryland. 

N°-  19. 

The  depofition  of  John  Frymiller,  who  was  apprentice  to  Mr. 
Zimmers  at  the  time  he  made  the  copper  works  for  the  fteam- 
engine,  fhewing  not  only  that  the  works  were  begun  and  finifhed 
in  a  fhop  next  to  Mr.  Tombough;  but  that  no  part  of  faid  ma- 
chinery was  begun  before  the  fpring,   1786. 

State  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  County. 
On  this  twenty-fixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  eight,  before  me  the  fubfcriber 
one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforefaid,  perfon- 
ally  appeared  John  Frymiller  of  Baltimore  town  in  faid  county, 
and  made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelifts  of  Almighty  God,  that 
during  the  time  he  was  an  apprentice  to  the  late  Mr.  Matthias 
Zimmers  of  Frederick-town,  in  Frederick  county  and  ftate  afore- 
faid, deceafed,  when  he  the  faid  Matthias  Zimmer  made  Mr. 
Tames  Rumfey's  machinery  for  the  Steam-boat — That  he,  this 
deponent,  did  work  at  the  faid  James  Rumfey's  machinery— That 
it  was  begun  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1786,  and  that  no  part  of 
faid  machinery  was  begun  before  the  time  above-mentioned  by 
the  faid  Zimmers,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge — and  further,  that 
the  faid  machinery  was  begun  and  finiflied  in  a  fhop  adjoining 
Frederick  Tombough's  fmith-fliop,  (which  faid  Tombough  was, 
as  the  deponent  has  been  informed,  in  partnerfhip  in  the  fmith's 
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bufihefs  at  faid  time  with  faid  Zimmers)  in  which  faid  Matthras 
Zimmers  had  his  copper-fmith's  fires  for  brazing  &c.  and  further 
this  deponent  faith  not. 

Sworn  before  me 

JOHN    MOALE. 

The  following  certificate  proves  that  Mr.  Rumfey's  machinery- 
was  made  by  Mr.  Zimmers,  in  Frederick  Town,  in  the  fpring 
of  1786,  their  being  but  two  Copper-fmiths  in  Frederick  Town, 
viz.  Mellrs.  Matthias  Zimmers  and  Jofhua  Minfhall,  the  certifier. 
•     \ 

N°.  20. 
This  may  certify,  that  I  the  fubfcriber,  copper-fmith,  have  refided 
in  this  town  about  three  years,  during  which  time  there  has  no 
copper-fmiths  refided  in  the  town  except  Mr.  Matthias  Zimmers 
and  myfelf  and  that  I  was  knowing  to  Mr.  Zimmers  making 
copper  works  for  Mr.  Rumfey's  Steam  boat,  and  am  of  opinion 
it  was  late  in  the  fpring  or  fummer  before  faid  Rumfey  took  faid 
works  from  Mr. Zimmers  in  the  year  1786.  As  witnefs  my  hand, 
29th.  April  1788, 'at  Frederick-town,  Maryland. 

JOSHUA    MINSHALL 

The  foregoing  teftimonies,  I  prefume,  will  carry  full  convic- 
tion that  Mr.  Rumfey  has  fhifted  his  dates,  and  has  got  two  of 
his  workmen  to  fwear  to  it — for  MelTrs.  Barns  and  Morrow,  if 
they  had  confulted  their  accounts,  mull  have  found  that  they 
had  made  a  lapfe  of  a  whole  year  at  leaft,  and  that  the  Decem- 
ber, 1785,  which  they  fpeak  of  muft  have  been  December,  1786. 
— The  circumilance  of  being  ftopped  by  the  ice  proves  it  to  have 
been  in  the  winter,  and  therefore  muft  inevitably  have  been  in 
the  winter  of  1786.  But  this  was  too  late  a  date  to  ferve  their* 
purpofe  of  fupplanting  my  claims  and  juft  rights,  which  I  mean 
to  maintain  under  the  laws  I  have  already  obtained  and  have 
no  doubt  of  fucceeding  in  my  applications  to  the  other  aifembiies 
when  they  come  to  fee  my  proofs  and  Mr.  Rumfey's  falfe  datings. 
He  has  mentioned  the  obtaining  part  of  his. works  from  Balti- 
more, where  I  can  alfo  ihew  he  has  ufed  the  fame  want  of  can- 
dor, and  it  will  confirm  the  proofs  from  Frederick  Town. 

It  appears  the  four  large  cocks  for  his  fteam-pipes  and  works, 
were  befpoke  of  Chriftopher  Raborg,  in  Baltimore,  by  Mr. 
Barns,  who,  the  better  to  conceal  the  "  defigned  purpofe  of  the 
cylinders,"  told  him  they  were  for  the  warm  iprings  in  Virginia, 
— perhaps  a  little  mental  refervation  might  cover  this  deviation 
from  fad. — But  Mr.  Raborg  had  no  account  thereof  and  could 
not  give  the  time  with  precifion — though  he  believes  they  were 
made  in  the  fall  of  1785; — rthe  cerificates,  N°*  20  and  21,  which 
follow,  prove  that  the  time  was  certainly  in  the  fpring  1 786.  As 
tilde  certificates  appeaj  to  refer  only  t$  cocks  made  for  the  warm 
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fprings,  I  had  confiderable  doubts  about  admitting  them  into  my 
defence ;  becaufe  Mr.  Rurafey,  on  finding  that  I  proved  them  to 
be  made  in  March,  1786,  might  (if  he  pleafed)  adhere  to  Mr. 
Barns's  declaration  of  their  being  made  for  the  warm  fprings 
and  not  for  the  fteam-boat:  But  I  am  now  happy  in  having  a 
confirmation  under  Mr.  Rumfey's  own  hand,  publifhed  in  Mr. 
Ofwalcl's  pap<  r  of  the  tenth  inftant,  where  he  informs  the  public, 
"  Mr.  Raborg  was  the  perfon  who  undertook  to  make  cocks  for 
my  (team  boat,  and  by  him  I  (hall  prove  that  they  were  finifhed 
at  the  time  he  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fitch,  viz.  the  fall  of  1  785." 
Chriftopher  Raborg's  certificate  is  as  follows: 

N°-  21. 
This  may  certify,  that  Mr.  Jofeph  Barns  did  befpeak  of  me 
four  brafs  cocks,  which  he  faid  were  for  the  warm  fprings; — - 
that  being  difappointed  by  my  journeymen,  I  got  them  made  by 
Mr.  Charles  Weir  &  Co. — faid  cocks  I  do  believe  were  made  in 
the  fall  1785,  but  have  no  charge  made  of  them  to  affertain  the 
time  with  precifion-this  I  affert,  as  witnefs  my  hand,  at  Baltimore, 
this  26th.  day  of  April  1788. 

CHRIST.    RABORG. 

N°-  22. 
The  certificate  of  Charles  Wier,  who  fpeaks  with  tolerable 
certainty  of  the  works  being  made  in  the  fpring  of  1786. 

This  may  certify,  that  when  I  was  in  partnerfhip  with  Ifaac 
Cauften,  I  made  four  brafs  cocks  for  Mr.  Chriftopher  Raborg, 
for  which  1  received  the  money  and  charged  myfelf  with  it — 
that  my  books  are  deftroyed  and  I  cannot  exactly  recollect  the 
time  of  their  being  made,  but  am  perfuaded  it  was  early  in  the 
fpring  in  the  year  1786 — this  further  may  certify,  that  I  never 
made  the  exact  number  of  four  cocks  for  faid  Raborg,  except 
only  that  one  time.  As  witnefs  my  hand,  at  Baltimore,  26th.  day 
of  April  1788. 

CHARLES    WEIR. 

N°-  23. 
The  certificate  of  Ifaac  Cauften,   who  afcertains  upon  good 
grounds  that  the  faid  work  was  done  and  charged  on  the  29th. 
March,   1786. 

This  may  certify,  that  1  the  fubfcriber  with  my  partner  Charles 
Weir,  made  four  brafs  cocks  for  Mr.  Chriftopher  Raborg,  and 
charged  them  on  the  partnerfhip  account — faid  book  has  fince 
been  deftroyed,  but  from  fome  loofe  papers  I  found  charged  to 
Mr.  Raborg  on  the  Company's  account,  on  the  29th.  March 
1786,.  four  brafs  cocks,  which  with  other  accounts  I  have  drawn 
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out  into  my  day  book.  Neither  have  I  made  the  exa&  number  ©t 
four  cocks  for  him  at  any  other  time.  In  witnefs  whereof  I  have- 
hereunto  fet  my  hand  this  26th.  day  of  April  1788. 

ISAAC    CAUSTEN. 

The  reader  will  doubtlefs,  on  an  examination  of  the  two  pam- 
phlets, perceive  things  in  their  true  light,  and  that  Mr.  Rumfey 
made  no  pretence  to  ufe  fteam  till  alter  the  failure  of  his  boat 
on  the  principles  exhibited  at  Bath,  after  I  had  inverted  my- 
felf  with  an  undoubted  title,  by  exhibiting  the  invention  to 
Congrefs  in  Auguft,  1785,  and  had  publifhed  it  to  the  ftates  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  who  became  virtually  bound  to  fecure 
me  the  right.  Mr.  Rumfey  profecuting  his  works  in  fecret,  and 
appearing  at  this  late  day,  with  antedated  facts,  is  a  full  proof 
that  he  had  no  claim  to  the  invention,  nor  is  there  any  one  prin- 
ciple of  law  or  equity,  on  which  he  can  found  his  preten- 
tions. If  he  claims  it  on  his  thought  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Henry  and 
Mr.  Andrew  Ellicott  are  long  before  him; — if  on  forming  drafts 
without  communicating  them  to  the  public,  he  mull  acknowledge 
Mr.  Henry's  priority:  but  if  it  is  to  be  decided,  as  it  certainly 
muft,  by  the  ertablifhed  mode  of  public  declaration  on  record, 
my  title  is  indifputable.  Being,  therefore,  certain  of  the  lia- 
bility of  my  claim,  founded  on  the  modes  eftabliihed  in  juftice 
and  policy,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  my  country  will  fecure  and 
protect  the  right  fhe  has  fo  deliberately  granted  to  me.  Under 
this  fecurity  I  embarked  my  time,  my  fortune  and  reputation, 
and  thus  embarked,  I  am  certain  I  have  nothing  to  fear;  but 
fhall  depend  with  full  confidence  on  a  continuance  of  that  juftice 
which  is  due  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  the  honor  of  my 
country. 

JOHN      FITCH. 

Philadelphia,   loth.  May,   178^. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE  this  Pamphlet  went  to  prefs  a  fecond  edition  of  Mr. 
Rumfey's  pamphlet  has  been  printed  in  this  city,  in  which 
a  ihort  advertisement  is  prefixed  and  an  extract  of  his  own  letter 
to  General  Wafhington  which  are  as  follow: 

AD     V    E    R     TISEMENT. 

THE  following  pages  are  taken  from  a  pamphlet  publifhed  in 
Virginia,  to  prove  the  author's  prior  right  of  applying  fleam,  to 
propel  boats,  &c.  as  well  as  to  eflablifh  the  principles" on  which 
he  has  done  it,  a  few  copies  were  then  thought  fufficient  for  that 
purpofe,  but  as  Mr.  Fitch  intends  to  anfwer  the  pamphlet,  it  is* 
therefore  neceflary  to  re-publifh  as  much  of  it  as  refpects  Mr. 
Fitch,  which  is  done  with  no  other  variation,  from  the  original, 
than  to  correct  a  few  of  the  omiffions  and  miilakes  that  were 
introduced  into  the  firfl  publication,  from  the  hurry  in  which  it 
was  done,  (as  the  author  at  that  time  could  not  attend  the  prefs) 
and  was  circulated  with  an  apology  annexed  to  the  poflcript,  for 
the  imperfection  of  the  impreflion ;  of  thefe  corrections,  perhaps 
Mr.  Fitch  may  take  fome  notice,  if  he  mould,  fuch  part  of  the 
old  pamphlet  fhall  be  reprinted  (verbatim)  to  convince  the  Pub- 
lic that  the  fubject  has  not  been  varied;  but  a  little  better  ex- 
plained. The  fophiftry  in  Mr.  Fitch's  reply  (fhould  it  contain 
what  he  informs  me  it  does)  is  evidently  calculated  to  make  im- 
preflions,  unfavourable  of  me,  on  the  Public  mind,  and  to 
wound  the  reputation  of  feveral  refpectable  characters,  I  mull 
therefore  beg  the  Public's  indulgence,  to  fufpend  their  opinion 
.for  a  few  weeks,  when  1  fhall  have  it  in  my  power  to  lay  before 
them  fuch  additional  ftatement  of  facts,  fupported  by  fuch  refpect- 
able teftimony,  as  will  inconteftible  prove  the  unjuilifiable  Heps 
Mr.  Fitch  has  taken,  to  deprive  the  author  of  his  difcoveries, 
and  to  injure  the  reputation  of  fundry  gentlemen. 

N0,  1 9.  is  added  to  this  publication ;  it  is  part  of  a  letter  wrote 
by  the  editor  to  his  excellency  General  Wafhington,  dated  the 
tenth  of  March  1785,  which  will  (hew  that  the  editor  had  fixed 
on  a  method  of  applying  fleam  to  propel  a  boat  before  Mr.  Fitch 
knew  (from  his  own  account  of  the  matter)  that  fleam  had  ever 
been  made  ufe  of  for  any  purpofe  whatever;  how  then  is  it  pofh\ 
ble  he  fhould  have  the  prior  right  to  this  difcovery?  if  it  is  afked, 
who  made  the  moft  promifing  experiment  ?  it  would  be  found 
that  my  experiments  two  years  fince  exceed  the  beft  he  has  ever 
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ihade :  mud  I  then  be  deprived  of  my  discoveries,  which  are 
iubftantial,  becaufe  I  endeavoured  to  keep  them  fecret  until  per- 
fected? juftice  will  never  fuffer  it,  I  therefore  with  the  greateft 
confidence  look  up  to  my  countrymen  for  their  fupport,  accor- 
ding to  the  merits  of  my  caufe,  and  have  the  honor  of  fublcrib- 
ing  myfelf  their 

mo  ft  devoted  humble  fervant 

JAMES    RUMSEY. 
Philadelphia,  May  7,   1788. 

As  to  his  advertifement  I  have  fully  proved  that  he  made  no 
experiment  on  his  boat  with  Steam  two  years  ago,  his  machine- 
ry being  at  that  time  in  Frederick-town — And  his  boat  fo  far 
exceeding  mine  will  alfo  appear  a  wrong  affertion  as  the  greateft 
diftance  he  pretends  to  have  propelled  his  fmall  boat  per  hour  is 
four  miles,  and  that  appears  to  be  mere  ideal  eflimation.  la 
my  boat,  by  the  fame  force  applied,  I  let  out  three  miles  and  a 
quarter  per  hour  by  the  log-line.  This  is  departing  from 
the  merits  of  the  difpute,  but  to  convince  the  public  of  his  aiTerti- 
on  on  tills  head  being  abfurd,  I  fhall  introduce  certificates  N°* 
24,  25,  26.  As  to  his  requeft  of  fufpending  the  public  opinion, 
I  reft  my  caufe  on  folid  and  fair  conclufions  drawn  from  his 
pamphlet,  a  very  fafe  and  candid  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  pretentions,  it  being  evident  that  all  his 
ralfe  aifertions  and  falfe  dating  will  never  prove  that  two  and 
two  are  not  four. 

N°-  24. 

Thefe  may  certify,  that  the  fubicriber  has  frequently  feen  Mr. 
Fitch's  Steam  boat,  which  with  great  labour  and  perfeverance 
he  has  at  length  compleated  and  has  likewife  been  on  board 
when  the  boat  was  worked  againft  both  wind  and  tide,  with  a 
very  confiderable  degree  of  velocity  by  the  force  of  Steam  only.. 
Mr.  Fitch's  merit  in  conftructing  a  good  Steam-engine  and  ap- 
plying it  to  fo  ufeful  a  purpofe  will  no  doubt  meet  with  the  en- 
couragement he  fo  juftly  deferves  from  the  generality  of  his 
countrymen,  efpecially  thofe  who  wifh  to  promote  every  improve- 
ment of  the  ufeful  arts  in  America. 

DAVID    RITTENHOUSE. 

Philadelphia^  December  12th.  1787. 

N°-   25. 
Having  alfo  feen  the  boat  urged  by  the  force  of  Steam  and 
having  been  on  board  of  it  when  in  motion,  I   concur  in  the 
above  opinion  of  Mr.  Fitch's  merits, 

JOHN    EWING. 

From 
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N°-  26. 

'From  the  well  known  force  of  Steam.  I  was  one  of  the  firft 
ef  thofe  who  encouraged  Mr.  Fitch  to  reduce  his  theory  of  a 
Steam-boat  to  practife,  in  which  he  has  fucceeded  far  beyond  rriy 
expectations.  I  am  now  fully  of  opinion  that  Steam-boats  may  be 
made  to  anfwer  valuable  purpofes  in  facilitating  the  internal  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  Fitch  has  great  merit 
in  applying  a  Steam  engine  to  fo  valuable  a  purpofe  and  entitled 
to  every  encouragement  from  his  country  and  countrymen. 

ANDREW    ELLICOTT. 

Philadelphia,  December  l$th.  1787. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Rumfefs  ExtracJ,  N0'  1 9. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter,  wrote  by  the  editor,  to  his 
Excellency  General  Wafhington,  dated  the  10th.  of  March, 
1785. 

After  mentioning  that  kind  of  machine  for  propelling  boats 
which  the  General  had  feen  a  model  of,  I  proceed  to  fay — "  I 
have  taken  the  greateft  pains  to  perfect  another  kind  of  boat, 
v.pon  the  principles  I  mentioned  to  you  at  Richmond  in  November  laft:, 
and  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  brought  it  t© 
great  perfection;  it  is  true,  it  will  coft,  fomething  more  than  the 
other  way,  but,  when  in  ufe,  will  be  more  manageable,  and  can 
be  worked  with  as  few  hands;  the  power  is  immenfe — and  I 
have  quite  convinced  myfelf  that  boats  of  paffage  may  be  made 
to  go  againft  the  current  of  the  Mi/ftffippl  or  Ohio  rivers,  or  ia 
the  Gulf  Stream  ^  from  the  Leeward  to  the  IVindivard-Iflands )  from 
fixty  to  one  hundred  miles  per  day.  I  know  this  will  appear 
ftrange  and  improbable  to  many  perfons,  yet  I  am  very  certain 
it  may  be  performed,  befides,  it  is  fimple  (when  underftood) 
and  is  alfo  ftrictly  Philofophical. 

The  principles  of  this  boat  I  am  very  cautious  not  to  explain, 
as  it  would  be  eafily  executed  by  an  ingenious  perfon. 

The  plan  I  mean  to  purfue,  is  to  put  both  die  machines  oa 
board  of  boats  *  built  on  a  large  fcale,  and  then,  Sir,  if  you 
would  be  kind  enough  to  fee  them  make  actual  performances,  I 
fhould  not  doubt'  but  the  aflemblies  would  allow  me  fomething 
handfome,  which  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  public  than 
to  give  me  the  exclufive  right  of  ufmg  them. 

As 


*  There  were  two  boats  connected,  in  the  model  I  exhibited  at  Bath  ia 
September  1787,  which  is  the  reafon  I  fpeak  of  boats  in  the  plural,  as  ex- 
periment had  convinced  me  that  a  fingle  boat  would  not  fucceed  on  that 
principle. 
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As  to  the  extract  of  his  letter  to  General  Waflilngton  of  the 
tenth  of  March,  1785,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  declaration  that 
he  intended  fomething; — that  even  if  it  was  fteam  he  meant  to 
make  ule  of,  it  was  a  profound  fecret  which  he  was  then  cau- 
tious not  to  explain.  But  let  us  take  a  view  of  this  letter 
and  1  have  no  doubt,  but  from  the  very  wording  of  it,  it  will 
very  clearly  appear,  that  the  utility  of  (team  (if  that  was  what 
he  meant  to  convey)  was  with  him  at  that  time  very  doubtful 
and  upon  which  he  could  have  no  kind  of  dependance ;  and  holding 
up  the  idea  of  fecrecy  fo  punctually,  lead  fome  artift,  more  inge- 
nious than  himielf,  mould  compleat  a  fteam-boat  before  him, 
fhews  indubitably  that  he  conceived  it  as  an  agent  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  him  and  upon  which  he  had  no  reliance  or  from  which 
the  public  could  then  expect  no  advantage,  and  indeed  I  am  con- 
fident that  his  ideas  of  a  fteam  engine,  (if  any  he  had,  which  I 
much  doubt)  were  very  inferior  to  Meffrs.  Henry's,  Ellicott's, 
Pain's,  &c.  in  the  year  1778.  but  as  no  publication  to  the  world 
took  place  by  them,  they  are  candid  enough  not  to  claim  it  as 
an  invention  of  theirs.  But  mould  I  even  go  fo  far  as  to  admit 
he  had  thoughts  of  applying  fteam,  and  that  he  intended  exhibiting 
a  fteam-boat  to  General  Wafhington,  it  was  nothing  more  than  an 
intention  he  held  in  fecret,  on  the  10th.  of  March,  1785,  and 
even  by  his  declarations  to  Governor  Johnfon,  if  they  were  as 
early  as  October  or  November,  1785,  he  kept  it  then  a  fecret 
— nothing  was  imparted  to  the  Public,  therefore  nothing  due 
from  diem.  I  had  long  before  declared  my  intentions  through 
Congrefs,  and  thereby  inverted  myfelf  with  the  indifputable  title 
to  my  invention  throughout  the  United  States.  Maryland  and 
Virginia  had  virtually  pledged  the  honor  of  their  ftates  to  fe- 
cure  me  in  this  right. — Virginia  has  fmce  Supported  that  honor, 
by  cheerfully  paffing  a  law  for  that  purpofe,  and  Maryland,  I 
doubt  not,  as  alfo  other  of  the  United  States,  will  pay  equal 
regard  to  juftice  and  policy. 


N.  B.  As  the  application  of  fteam  to  veflels  will  undoubtedly 
claim  the  early  attention  of  the  world,  as  the  leaft  expenSive 
and  fafeft  mode  of  navigation, — I  doubt  not  but  the  impartial 
public  will  yet,  with  pleafure,  Secure  in  me  thofe  rights,  for  which 
Security,  had  I  applied  on  the  firft  exhibition  of  my  Scheme, 
would  have  been  granted  without  murmur  or  delay;  but  as  a 
confidence  in  the  honor  of  my  country,  and  a  want  of  finance, 
were  then  the  preventatives,  the  delay  certainly  will  not  ope- 
rate now  againft  me;  as  the  utility  of  the  invention  more  clearly 
appears,  and  thereby  the  attention  of  my  country  more  reason- 
ably claimed. 

E  The 
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The  following  certificates  were  omitted  in  their  proper 
places. 

N°-  i. 
I  do  certify,  that  a9  I  was  returning  with  John  Fitch  from 
Nefhamany  meeting  fome  time  in  April,  1785,  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect  the  time,  when  a  gentleman  and  his  wife  paffed  by  us 
in  a  riding  chair;  he  immediately  grew  inattentive  to  what  I  laid. 
Some  time  after  he  informed  me  that  at  that  inftant  the  firft  idea 
of  a  fteam-boat  ftruck  his  mind. 

JAMES    O  GIL  BEE. 

N°-  2. 

An  Extra£I  of  a  Letter  from  James  Scout. 

You  are  defirous  of  knowing  from  me  when  the  firft  thought 
of  a  Steam-boat  came  in  your  head ;  this  I  cannot  tell,  but  this 
you  told  me,  that  in  the  month  of  April,  1785,  you  v.  as  tra- 
velling down  Street  road  in  company  with  Mr.  James  Ogilbee 
and  Mr.  Sinton  pafling  you  on  Street  road,  that  then  the  firft 
thought  occurred  to  you  of  a  Steam-boat,  and  the  month  of 
May  or  June  following  you  fhewed  me  a  plan  of  your  machine  on 
paper,  this  truth  I  fhall  feek  no  further  teftimony  to  iupport;  'tis 
too  generally  known;  let  them  that  doubt  it  come  and  hear 
more  from 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JAMES    SCOUT. 
April  15th.  1788. 

N<>-  5. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Mr.  John  Fitch  called  upon  William 
"Henry,  Efquire,  my  late  hufiSand  in  his  life  time,  about  two 
years  and  an  half  fmce,  when  Mr.  Fitch  fhewed  to  him  drafts 
and  a  model  of  a  machine  how  to  propel  a  boat  through  the 
water:  And  further,  that  I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  Henry 
applying  fteam,  as  a  mean  to  urge  boats  through  the  water  by 
force  of  it,  and  that  he  had  propofed  laying  a  model  of  a  ma- 
chine, for  that  purpofe,  before  the  Philoibphical  Society  long 
before  Mr,  Fitch  called  upon  him. 

Witnefs  my  hand,  this  12th  Day  of  May,   1788. 

Teft.  ANN    HENRY^ 

PO.  JOS.  HENRY. 


FINIS. 
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V  II  E  R  E  I  N    THE    POWER    OF 

STEAM 

IS    FULLY    SHEWN, 

Ey  a  new  conftructed  Machine,  for  propelling  Boats  or  Veffels,  cf 
any  burthen,  againjl  the  mffi  rapid  ftreams  or  rivers,  <witb  great 
•velocity.  Alfo,  a  Mac  mime,  conflrucled  en  fimilar  philofophiau 
principles,  by  which  water  nay  be  raifed  for  Grift  or  Saw-  Mills, 
watering  of  Meadows,  &c.  (s"c. 

BY        JAMES        R    U    M    S    E    T, 

OF    BERKELEY    COUNTY,    VIRGINIA, 


To     the     PUBLIC. 

THOSE  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  a 
new  machine,  or  to  make  any  material  improvements 
on  fuch  as  have  been  already  difcovered,  mult  lay 
their  account  to  encounter  innumerable  difficulties ; 
they  mull  arm  themlelves  with  patience  to  abide  dil  appoint- 
ments; to  correct  a  thoufand  imperfections  (which  the  trying 
hand  of  experience  alone  can  point  out)  to  endure  the  fmarting 
fhafts  of  wit,  and,  what  is  perhaps  more  intolerable  than  all  the 
reft  put  together  (on  the  leait  failure  of  any  experiments)  to  bear 
up  againft  die  heavy  abufe  and  bitter  feoffs  of  ill-natured  igno- 
rance. Thefe  never  fail  to  reprefent  the  undertaker  as  an  im- 
porter, and  his  motives  the  mott  knavifh:  Happy  for  him  if  he 
cfcape  with  fo  gentle  an  appellat've  as  that  of  a  madman. 

This  is  the  fate  of  the  unlucky  projector,  even  in  the  cities  of 
Europe,  where  every  material  is  at  his  command,  and  every 
artificer  at  his  fervice.     A  candid  public  will  then  confide  r  my 

A  tuation ; 
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fituation;  thrown  by  hard  fate  beyond    '  , 

prived  of  every  advantage  which  that  gran  i  ; 
duces,  they  will  eafily  conceive  how  my  difficult       have 
multiplied,  which  is  the  only  reafon  of  my  not  exhibiting  m 
promiied  BOAT  before  this;  and  which  I  hope,  will  be  a  fii3i- 
cient  apology.     Even  now,  thefe  difficulties  render  my  machine  v  7 
very  incomplete;  but  Mr.  Fitch's  endeavouring  to  procure  pa- 
tents for  his  boat,   {of  which  I  (hall  fpeak'  hereafter  )  and  having" 
actually  procured  an  exclullve  right  from  two  refpectable  After;  - 
blies,  (who  had  granted  me  the  fame  in  the  year  1784.)     Be- 
fore I  was  aware  what  he  was  about,  I  was  neceffitated  to  ex- 
hibit, circumftanced  as   I  was;  and  my  machine,  with,  all  it; 
misfortunes  upon  its  head,  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  prove  my 
pofition;  which  was    "  That  a  boat  might  be  fo  conftructed,  as 
to  be  propelled  through  the  water  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  in  an 
hour,  by  the  force  of  Jieam;  and  that  the  machinery  employe.'. 
for  that  purpofe,  might  be  fo  Ample  and  cheap,  as  to  reduce  the 
price  of  freightage,  at  leaft,  one  half  in  common  navigation; 
.  likewife,  that  it  might  be  forced,  by  the  fzme  machinery,  with 
coniiderable  velocity,  againft  the  conftant  ftreams  of  long  and 
rapid  rivers. 

Such  a  machine  I  propofed  to  prepare,  and  fueh  a  boat  to  ex- 
hibit; this  I  have  now  fo  far  performed,  in  the  prefence  of  fo 
many  witneffes,  and  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  fo  many  difmtereftcd 
gentlemen,  as  to  convince  the  unprejudiced,  and  deprive  even 
the  fceptic  of  his  doubt. 

If  the  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  turn  to  the  annexed  certifi- 
cates, N°*  1,  2,  3,  he  will  be  convinced  that  on  Monday,  the 
3d.  day  of  December  laft,  my  boat  was  propelled  with  near  half 
her  burthen  on  board,  againft  the  current  of  Potowmack  river, 
at  the  rate  of  three  miles  in  an  hour,  notwithftanding  the  bad 
order  the  machinery  was  then  in;  and  by  the  certificates,  N0, .;, 
and  5,  on  the  eleventh  of  the  fame  month,  by  what  little  repair:; 
I  could  give  it,  m  a  country  where  conveniences  were  not  to  be 
had,  her  progrefs  againft  the  fame  ftream  was  encreafed  to  fpur 
miles  in  an  hour,  with  more  than  half  her  burthen  on  board. 
What  additions  may  not  be  expected,  if  I  am  enabled,  by  the 
generofity  of  the  different  Affemblies  to  perfect  my  plan? 

In  the  month  of  September,  1784,  I  exhibited  the  model  cf 
a  boat  before  his  Excellency  General  Waftiington,  at  Bath,  in 
Berkeley  county,  calculated  for  ftemming  the  currents  of  rapid 
rivers  only,  conftructed  on  principles  very  different  from  my 
prefent  one.  Satisfied  with  the  experiment  of  her  making  way 
againft  a  rapid  ftream,  by  the  force  of  the  laid  fteam,  the  Ge- 
neral was  pleafed  to  give  me  a  moft  ample  certificate  of  her 
efficacy;  and  though  the  great  utility  of  fueh  a  boat  will  appear, 
if  ever  a  fair  trial  lhould  be  made  of  it:  and  though  at  the  time 
of  my  exhibition  it  was  fully  my  intention  to  complete  this  tftJStc, 

yet, 
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-, .  ■ .  in  the  courfe  01  that  fall  and  winter,  I  made  fuch  progrefs 
'(me    fleam   engines,   which    I   had   long    before    conceived 
ild  become  of  the  greatelt  confequence,  that  I  ppftpqncd  it, 
experiments   fliould   determine   whether  tlie  fteam  engines 
Id  be  reduced  to  fuch  fimplicity  and  cheapnefs,  as  to  make 
'.  'em  of  public  benefit;  not  being  certain  of  this,   though  per- 
.  etly  convinced  of  the  power,  was  my  only  reafon  for  not  men- 
tioning this  fcheme  alfo  to  the  General,-  at  that  exhibition;  and 
I.  flattered  myfelf  this  invention,  if  it  anfwered  my  expectations, 
(the  truth  whereof   experiments  have  now  eftablifhed)  would 
render  my  labours  more  extenlively  ufeful,  by  being  equally  ap- 
plicable to  fmall  boats  or  veifels  of  the  largeft  fize,  to  fhailow 
and  rapid  rivers  or  the  deeped  and  rougheft  leas,   (indeed,  in 
large  veifels,  compared  with  the  value  of  the  freightage,  the 
cxpencc  of  the  machinery  proportionally  decreafes)   I  applied 
myfelf  with  unremitted  attention  to  perfect  my  fleam  veifels, 
and  made  fuch.progrefs  in  that  fall  and  the  enfuing  fpring,  that 
my  experiments  allured  me  the  perfection  of  fuch  a  machine  was 
within  my  reach.      I  therefore  wrote  to  General  Wafhington, 
the  ioth  of  March  1785,  that  I  intended  applying  both  powers 
to  a  boat  built  after  the  model  of  .the  one  he  faw  at  Bath;  but 
as  the  difadvantages  before  mentioned  ftill  remained,  and  as  I 
could   gain   truth    only  by    fucccffivc    experiments,    incredible 
delays  were  produced;  and  though  my  diflreffes  were  greatly 
encreafed  thereby,  I  bore  the  pelting  of  ignorance  and  ill-nature 
with  all  refiVnation,  until  I  was  informed  fome   dark    alfaffins 
had  indeavoured  to  wound  the  reputation  of  his  Excellency,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  who  faw  my  exhibition  at  Bath,  for  giving 
me  a  certificate.     The  reflections  upon  thofe  worthy  gentlemen 
gave  me  inexpreffiblc  uneafinefs,  and  I  fhould  certainly  have 
quitted  my  fleam-engines,  though  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  have 
produced  the  boat  for  which  I  had  obtained   the  certificate,  tor 
their  juftification  and  my  own,  had  not  a  Mr.  Fitch  came  out  at 
this  critical  minute  with  his  fleam-boat,  alferting,  that  "he  was 
the  firil  inventor  of  fleam,  and  that  I  had  gotten  what  fmall 
knowledge  I  hadivom.  him,  but  that  I  had  not  the  effentials  :^vide 
N°*   i8).     There  was  no  time  to  loofe,  for  had  I  delayed  a  mo- 
ment, all  my  time,  which  was  feveral  years  with  the  clofeft  at- 
tention, all  my'expences,  which  had  been  very  great,  to  the  moll 
of  all  I  had,  would  have  been  irrecoverably  loll;  befides,  had 
I  exhibited  my  firft  boat,  it  would  have  been  conftrued  into  an 
acknowledgment  of  Mr.  Fitch's  alfertion,  by  producing  a  boat 
with  which  fleam  had  nothing  to  do.     Thefe  conliderations  com- 
pelled me  to  purfuc  the  perfecting  my  fleam-engines  with  increas- 
ed ardor,  and  happy  am  I  to  inform  the  public,  they  are  now 
fo  far  completed,  as  to  manifefl  their  valuable  purpoles  for  the 
navigations  before-mentioned,  applicable  to  veifels  of  all  dimen- 
sions, equal  to  forcing  boats  by  the  aulflance  of  poles,  worked 
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by  the  fame  machine,  againft  any  rapid  the  fame  boats  can  with 
fafety  coir;.-  <.'own;  and,  for  railing  water,  for  grill  or  law- rrii lis 
•watering 'meadows,  or  purpofes  of  agriculture,  cheaper  than* 
faces  can  be  dug  of  any  coniiderabie  dillance,  or  dams  made, 
whfii  Mr.  Fitch  is  praying  the  different  Affemblies  for  four 
ytars  longer  to  perfect  his  thing,  not  to  mention  the  enormous 
difference  there  is  in  weight,  machinery  and  expences,  between 
his  ft :.  am- engine  and  mine,  (to  be  fatisfied  in  this  particular,  the 
reader  will  be  pleafed  to  turn  to  the  annexed  papers,  N0,  6  and  7-~> 

Lead  it  fhould  be  liigge.ted  that  I  borrowed  my  principles  of 
Mr.  Fitch  (though  I  believe  the  fact  to  be  exactly  the  reverie) 
I  have  been  at  the  pains  to  prove  inconteftibly,  that  my  'idea  of 
a  boat  to'be  worked  by  if  earn,  was  a  coniiderabie  time  before 
his,  and  that  my  idea  had  been  mentioned  at  Kentuckey;,  (from 
whence,  I  am  told,  he  brought  his)  by  a  gentleman  to  whom 
I  communicated  it,  previous  to  his  departure  for  that  country. 
For  the  former,  the  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  the  annex- 
ed affidavits,  N0,  8,  cj,  io,  n,  12,  and  to  a  paragraph  from 
his  Excellency  General  Walhington's  letter,  in  anfwer  to  mine, 
of  the  tenth  of  March,  1785,  N°-  13,  and  to  Govenor  John- 
fon's  letter,  N°-  14,  for  the  latter  (that  ib,  of  my  intention? 
being  mentioned  at  Kentuckey,)  to  Mr.  Michael  Bedinger's 
affidavit,  No.   15. 

I  have  been  unavoidably  led  to  mention  Mr.  Fitch  for  my 
own  ju'Hhcation,  and  to  prove  my  prior  right  to  the  fleam  inven- 
tion, and  I  fhonld  have  faid  no  more,  but  let  experience  deter- 
mine whole  principles  are  foundeif ,  had  not  Mr.  Fitch,  equally 
void  of  decency  and  truth,  afferted  "  I  got  what  fmall  know- 
ledge I  have  of  ifeam  boats  from  him."  N°#  18.  By  the  re- 
fpeclablc  te'timony  of  his  Excellency  General  Wafhington,  N°* 
13;  by  Governor  Johnfon,  No.  14,  and  by  certificates  and  affi- 
davits of  many  other  gentlemen,  hereunto  annexed,  I  prove 
my  idea  was  nearly  maturated,  before  ffeam  had  ever  entered 
his  imagination,  by  his  own  confeffion  to  Governor  Johnfon; 
nor  was  my  priority  unknown  to  Mr.  Fitch,  for  General  Wafh- 
ington informed  him,  "  though  he  thought  himfelf  not  at  liberty 
to  dilclofe  my  principles,  yet  he  would  aflure  him  his  thought 
was  not  original,  and  that  I  had  mentioned  the  application  of 
fteam  to  him  before,"  (No.  14)  a'nd  therefore  he  declined  giv- 
ing Mr.  Fitch  an  introductory  letter  to  the  Aifembly  of  Virginia. 
What  dependence  can  the  public  put  in  the  promifes  of  a  man, 
who  has  knowingly  and  unprovokedly  (for  I  never  faw  Mr.  Fitch.) 
treated  an  individual  fo  unworthily.  Now  I  can,  with  truth 
allure  the  public,  that  Mr.  Fitch's  boat,  fo  loaded  with  machi- 
nery, complexity  and  expence,  (granting  his  machine  all  the 
properties  he  afcribed  to  it  in  his  publication)  can  never  be  ufe- 
ful;  becaufe,  his  powers,  by  his  own  fhewing,  allowing  for  fric- 
tions and  the  neceflary  flipping  of  his  paddles  through  the  water, 
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will  not  propel  his  boat,  at  the  rate  of  more  than  three  miles  in 
an  hour,  where  no  current  pppofes. 

If  Mr.  Fitch  did  get  his  firft  idea  of  a  fleam  boat,  from  what 
Captain  Bedinger  laid  respecting  mine,  at  Kentuckey,  (which 
circumltances  leave  little  room  to  doubt)  and  thought  hirnfelf 
juftified  in  making  an  application  to  his  own  advantage,,  as  it 
was  not  delivered  to  him  in  confidence,  iurely  nothing  can  be 
fai  I  in  his  defence,  for  endeavouring  to  rob  the  firft  inventor  of 
hi  right,  and,  by  changing  perfons  with  him,  to  transfer  the 
odium  of  plagiarifm  from  hirnfelf  to  the  real  proprieto,-. 
But  it  is  aifonilhing  what  latitude  fome  men  will  give  themfelves, 

for  the  wickednefs  of  a  certain ,  is,  I  think,  without 

parallel.     In  or  about  the  month  of  June,  1787,  this  Mr.   

informed  me  he  had  invented  a  machine  to  raifc  water,  by  the 
anion  or  that  water  alone;  that  he  was  preparing  a  number  of 
wheels  and  other  things  for  pei  feeding  his  machine,,  and  begged 
to  know  my  opinion  of  it;  at  the  fame  time  making  the  uimoft 
profe'ffions  of  fecrecy  and  mendihip,  To  fave  him  the  expence 
of  preparing  materials  for  a  machine,  which  mud,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  prove  abortive,  without  enquiring  intp  his  plan, 
I  convinced  him,  by  explaining  great  part  of  mine,  of  the  im- 
pofllbility  of  his  fuccefs.  Having,  by  his  profeiikms,  and  all 
outward  liiews  of  religion  gained  fo  much  of  my  confidence  and 
fecret,  he  foori  after  removed  hirnfelf-  to  Baltimore,  where  he 
caufed  a  machine  to  be  made  on  the  out-work  of  my  principles 
(though  very  imperfect,  for  he -was  not  entrusted  with  fome  of 
the  mod  mateiial  parts)  which  he  exhibited  tb  view,  and  had  the 
audacity  to  petition  the  Maryland  Adembly  to  give  him  an  ex- 
clufive  right  for  the  emoluments  of  another's  invention,  fo  fur- 
reptitiouiiy  obtained;  but  he  received  the  denial  he  lb  jultly  me- 
rited. The  reader  will  -be'  pleafed  to  perufe  N°'  16  and  17, 
hereunto  annexed,  for  the  whole  of  this  pitiful  transaction. 

The  following  Explanation  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
principles  by  which  Jlcam  acts  on  my  boat.  Accurate  calcu- 
lations of  the  particular  powers,  feem  not  nccefiary  here  to 
be  given. 

Injhe  bottom  of  the  boat,  where  a  kelfon  fhould  be,  there 
is  a  trunk  36  test  long;  the  after  end  is  open,  and  terminates  at 
the  item  poll;  the  other  end  is  clofed,  and  the  whole  trunk,  ac- 
cording to  its  dimenfions,  occupies  about  three-fourth  parts  of 
the  length  of  the  boat.  On  the  clofed  end  of  this  trunk  Hands 
a  cylinder,  two  and  a  half  feet  long,  from  this  cylinder  there  is 
a  communication  into  the  trunk,  which  lets  water  pais  freely 
from  the  cylinder  to  the  trunk,  through  which  it  is  difcharged 
by  the  item.  There  is  another  communication  from  the  bottom 
of  the  cylinder,  by  a  tube  or  pipe,  to  the  river  or  water  under 
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the  boat;  on  the  top  of  this  tube,  and  within  the  cylinder,  there 
is  a  valve  to  admit  the  water  from  the  river  into  the  cylinder;  it 
likewifc  prevents  it  from  returning  again  the  fame  way.  On  the 
top  of  this  cylinder  there  (lands  another  of  the  fame  length,  and 
is  fixed  to  the  under  one  by  fcrews;  each  of  thefe  cylinders  have 
a  pifton  made  tight,  which  work  up  and  down  with  very  little 
friction;  thcie  piftons  are  connected  with  each  other  by  a  fmooth 
bolt,  (they  being  well  fcrewed  to  its  ends)  palling  through  the 
bottom  of  the  upper  cylinder;  the  lower  cylinder  acts  as  a  pump, 
which  draw.;  water  from  the  river  through  the  tube  and  vaive 
before  defcribed;  the  return  of  the  pifton  forces  it  through  the 
trunk  before-mentioned,  and  out  near  the  ftern  or  the  boat. 
The  upper  cylinder  ads  as  a  fteam-engine,  and  receives  its  Iteam 
from  a  boiler  under  its  pifton,  which  piitcn  is  then  carried  up  to 
the  top  of  the  cylinder  by  the  it  earn;  at  the  fame  time,  the  pif- 
ton of  the  bwer  cylinder  is. brought  tip  to  its  top.  from  iv-  con- 
nection with  the  upper  piiton,  by  the  aforefaid  bolt;  at  which 
time  they  Unit  up  the  communication  from  the  boiler,  and  open 
•another  to  difcharge  the  iteam  forcondemation ;  by  this  means 
"the  atmofphere  acts  upon  the  pifton  of  the  upper  cylinder,  and 
•its  force  is  conveyed  to  the  piiton  in  the  lower  cylinder,  by  the 
;aforefaid  connecting  bolt;  which  forces  the  water,  then  in  the 
lower  cylinder,  through  the  trunk,  with  coniiderable  velocity; 
the  re-action  whereof,  on  the  other  end  of  the  trunk,  is  the 
'-power  which  drives  the  boat  forward. ' 

To  prove  the  Ufe  of.  tjie  Trunk. 

IT  is  well  known  that  any  heavy  body  falling  near  the  earth, 
will  pals  through  a  fpace  of  about  fifteen  feet  in  the  firft'  fe- 
cond  of  time;  if  the  fame  body  was  acted  upon  in  a  horizontal 
direction,  by  an  impulfe  equal  to.  its  weight,  it  would  move  in 
that  direction  the  fame  diftance  in  an  equal  time;  it  follows  then, 
that  the  water  in  the  trunk,  will  have  the  effect  proportionable 
to  its  weight,  of  retarding  the  water  from  being  difcharged 
from  the  cylinder  in  too  fhort  a  time;  to  prevent  the  water, 
which  after  the  ftrokc,  moves  rapidly  out  of  the  trunk,  from 
retarding  the  forward  motion  of  the  boat,  by  its  velocity. 

There  is  a  valve  near  the  cylinder,  on  the  top  of  the  trunk, 
to  admit  air,  which  follows  the  water  that  is  in  motion,  and 
gives  time  for  the  water  to  rife  gradually  into  the  trunk  through 
valves,  at  its  bottom,  for  that  purpofe ;  this  water  has  little  or 
no  motion  with  refpect  to  the  boat,  and  is  therefore  capable  of 
reading  the  next  ftrokc  of  the  engine. 

Thus  I  have  laid  the  principles  of  my  boat  before  the  public, 
and  can  aifure  them,  by  the  wonderful  force  of  fleam,  ilfuing  in 
incredible  quantities,  from  an  entirely  new  conftructed  boiler, 
no  doubt  remains,  but  all  the  advantages  which  I  have  before- 
mentioned, 
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mentioned,  both  with  refpecl:  to  navigation  and  the  raifmg  of 
water,  will  be  produced.  The  one  I  have  actually  proved,  by 
a  loaded  boat  being  propelled  againil  a  llream  with  die  velocity 
of  four  miles  in  an  hour,  in  the  prelence  and  to  the  great  iatif- 
faction  of  numerous  fpectators,  and  the  other  by  models  now 
ready  to  be  produced,  which  admit  not  of  contradiction. 

If  the  public  think  thefe  inventions,  which  muft  be  productive 
of  the  greatelt  ufefulnefs,  worthy  their  patronage,  I  cannot  fear 
but  an  excluuve  right  will  be  granted  me  by  the  different  Aii'em- 
blies  of  the  United  States,  for  a  given  number  of  years,  which 
they  lhall  think  right,  for  the  erecting  thefe  machines  of  my  own 
invention,  to  compenfate  me  for  the  trouble,  for  the  time,  for 
the  expence  and  for  the  fatigue  which  they  have  coft  me. 

If  a  committee  of  experimental  philofophers  fhould  be  appoint- 
ed in  each  ftate,  to  examine  me,  it  would  give  me  infinite  plea- 
fure  to  attend,  and  convince  them  of  the  practicability  of  ail  I 
have  propofed ;  of  the  fimpiicity  of  my  machines,  and  of  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  expence. 

I  am  with  great  refpect, 

the  Public's  moll  devoted, 

and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JAMES     RUMSEY. 

Berkeley  County,   Virginia,  January  I,    1788. 


Berkeley  County,  Jf. 

WE,  the  fubfcribers,  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  countr 
aforefaid,  do  certify,  that  the  annexed  affidavits,  cer- 
tificates and  extracts  of  letters  have  been  examined  by  us,  and 
are  true  copies  from  the  originals.  .   v 

JOHN    KEARSLEY, 
December  28,  1787.  CATO    MOORE. 


f 


Virginia,  Berkeley  County,  Jf. 

I,  Mosks  Hunter,  Clerk  of  the  faid  county, 
do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Kearfley  and  Cato 
•*f*~&  Moore,    Gentlemen,  who  have  fublcribed  the 

-«*  above  certificate,  were  at  that  time,  and  ftill 
&  L.  S.  i  are>  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  faid  county,  and 
^  »        that  all  due  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be 

^K^-*^  given  to  all  probates  by  them  fo  figned,  as  well 

in  Juftice  Courts  as  thereout.  In  teftimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand,  and 
affixed  the  feal  of  the  laid  county,  this  29th. 
day  of  December,  1787. 

MOSES    HUNTER, 

C  E  R 


(  *  ) 

CERTIFICATES,     kc. 

N°-  i. 

Berkeley  County,    V'tr.  Jf. 

N  Monday,  December  3,  1787,  I  was  requefled  to  fee  as 
experiment  on  Potowmack  river,  made  by  Mr.  Tames 
Ru Mary's  Steam  Boat,  and  had  no  imall  pleafure  to  fee  her  s*et 
on  lier  way,  with  near  half  her  burthen  on  board,  and  move 
again  ft  the  current  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  per  hour,  by  the 
force  of  fteam,  without  any  external  application  whatever.  I 
am  well  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  the  machine  at  pre- 
fent  is  very  imperfect,  and  by  no  means  capable  of  performing 
what  it  would  do  if  completed:  I  have  not  the  leait  doubt  but' 
it  may  be  brought  into  common  and  beneficial  ule,  and  be  of 
advantage  to  ail  navigations,  as  the  machine  is  fimpie,  light  and 
cheap,  and  will  be  exceedingly  durable,  and  does  not  occupy  a 
fpace  in  the  boat  of  more  than  four  feet  bv  two  and  a  half. 
HO  RAT  I  A    GATES, 

Late  Major  General  in  the  Continental  Army. 

N°-  2. 

Berkeley  County,  V'ir.  Jf. 
On  Monday,  December  3,  1787,  I  was  requefted  to  fee  an 
experiment  on  Potowmack  river,  made  by  Mr.  James  Rumsey's 
Steam  Boat,  and  had  no  fmall  pleafure  to  fee  her  get  under  way 
with  near  half  her  burthen  on  board,  and  move  againft  the  cur- 
rent at  the  rate  of  three  miles  per  hour,  by  the  force  of  ileam, 
without  any  external  application  whatever:  I  am  well  informed, 
and  do  verily  believe,  that  the  machine  at  prefent  is  very  imper- 
fect, and  by  no  means  capable  of  performing  what  it  would  do 
if  completed:  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  it  may  be  brought 
into  common  and  beneficial  ufe,  and  be  of  great  advantage  to 
all  navigations,  as  the  machine  is  iimple,  light  and  cheap,  and 
will  be  exceedingly  durable,  and  does  not  occupy  a  fpace  in  the 
boat  more  than  four  feet  by  two  and  a  half. 

ROBERT    STUBBS, 

Teacher  of  the  Academy  in  Shepherd1  s-Toivn. 

Berkeley  County,  V'ir.  Jf. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Stubbs,  Gent.  Teacher  of  the  Academy 
at  Shepherd's-Town,  acknowledged  before  us,  magistrates  for 
faid  county,  that  he  did  Jubfcribe  the  above  writing. 
Given  under  our  hands,  14th.  Dec.   1787. 

CATO    MOORE, 
JOHN    KEARSLEY. 
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Berkeley  County ,  Vir.  Jf. 
Being  requefted  to  fee  an  experiment  made  by  Mr.  James 
Rumsey's  Steam  Boat,  on  Potowmack  river,  on  Monday,  the 
3d.  of  December,  1787,  it  was  with  great  pleafure  that  we 
faw  her  get  under  way,  with  two  tons  on  board,  exclulive  of 
her  machinery,  and  move  againft  the  current  at  the  rate  of  three 
miles  an  hour,  by  the  force  of  fteam,  without  any  external  ap- 
plication whatever:  We  are  well  informed,  and  believe,  thac 
the  machinery  at  prefent  is  very  imperfect,  and  by  no  means 
capable  of  performing  what  it  would  do  if  completed.  We  are 
perfuaded  it  may  be  brought  into  common  and  beneficial  ufe, 
and  be  of  great  advantage  to  all  navigations,  as  the  machine  is 
iimple,  light  and  cheap,  and  does  not  occupy  a  fpace  in  the  boat 
of  more  than  four  feet  by  two  and  a  half. 

ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD,        JOHN  MORROW, 
WILLIAM  BRICE,  HENRY  BEDINGER, 

DAVID  GRAY,  THOMAS  WHITE. 

CHARLES  MORROW, 

Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
Perfonally  appeared  before  us,  John  Kearfley  and  Cato  Moore, 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforefaid,  the  fundry  fub- 
fcribers  to  the  above  certificate,  who  are  all  gentlemen  of  repud- 
iation, and  by  us  fuppofed  to  be  competent  judges  of  what  they 
have  fet  forth,  and  they  acknowledge  the  fame  to  be  their  volun- 
tary acl: ;  we  were  likewife  prefent  at  the  exhibition,  and  certify 
she  truth  of  the  above  certificate. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  13th.  of  December,   1787. 

JOHN  KEARSLEY, 
CATO  MOORE. 

N°-  4. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
Being  requefted  to  attend  an  experiment  made  by  Mr.  Jame-s 
Rumsey  with  his  Steam  Boat,  on  Potowmack  river,  on  Tuef- 
day  the  nth.  day  of  December,  1787,  it  was  with  great  plea- 
fure we  faw  her  advance  againft  the  current,  with  about  three 
tons  on  board,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  without  an 
oar,  or  any  thing  but  the  force  of  fteam,  either  to  generate  or 
affift  the  motion — if  the  machinery  had  been  in  good  order,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  fhe  would  have  gone  much  fafter;  and 
as  the  machine  is  light  and  cheap,  we  are  well  perfuaded  that 
it  may  be  of  great  advantage  in  navigation. 

MOSES  HOGE,  BEHENI  SWEARINGEN, 

CORNEL.  WYNKOOP,         JOHN  MORROW, 
,    JOHN  MARK,  JOS.  SWEARING. 

N.  E> 
-B 
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N.  B.  We  think  the  machinery  does  not  weigh  more  than  fix 
or  fevcn  hundred  weight,  arid  is  not  included  in  the  burthen 
mentioned  above. 

Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
Perfonally  appeared  before  us,  two  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  aforefaid,  the  fundry  fubferibers  to  the 
above  certificate,  Avho  are  all  gentlemen  of  reputation,  and  by 
us  fuppofed  to  be  competent  judges  of  what  they  have  fet  forth; 
and  they  acknowledge  the  fame  to  be  their  voluntary  aft.  De- 
cember 13th.   1787. 

CATO  MOORE, 
JOHN  KEARSLEY. 

Nc*  5. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
Being  requefted  to  fee  an  experiment  made  by  Mr.  James 
JRumsev's  Steam  Boat,  on  Potowmack  river,  on  Thurfday  the 
nth.  of  December,  1787,  it  was  with  great  pleafure  that  we 
faw  her  get  under  way,  with  upwards  of  three  tons  on  board, 
and  move  ayainft  the  current  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour, 
by  the  force  of  fteam,  without  any  external  application  what- 
ever: We  are  well  informed,  and  believe,  that  the  machinery 
at  prefent  is  very  imperfect,  and  by  no  means  capable  of  perform- 
ing what  it  would  do  if  completed;  we  are  perfuaded  that  it 
may  be  brought  into  common  and  beneficial  ufe,  and  be  of  great 
advantage  to  navigation,  as  the  machine  is  fimple,  light  and 
cheap,  and  does  not  occupy  a  fpace  of  more  than  four  feet  by 
two  and  a  half. 

CHARLES  MORROW,        ABRA.    SHEPHERD, 
THOMAS  WHITE,  HENRY  BEDINGER. 

ROBERT  STUBBS, 

Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
Perfonally  appeared  before  us,  two  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  aforefaid,  the  fundry  fubferibers  to  the  above  cer- 
tificate, who  are  all  gentlemen  of  reputation,  and  by  us  fuppofed 
to  be  competent  judges  of  what  they  have  let  forth,  and  they  ac- 
knowledge the  fame  to  be  their  voluntary  act. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  14th.  December,   1787. 

CATO    MOORE, 
JOHN    KEARSLEY- 

N°-  6. 
Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 
The  Affidavit  of  William  Askew,  of  Berkeley  county,  and 
J?ate  of  Virginia,  iheweth,  That  he  was  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia; as  well  as  he  remembers,  in  the  month  of  'September  laft, 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  what  is  called  the  Steam- 
Boat 
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Boat,  faid  to  be  conftrucled  by  Mi\  Fitch;  on  taking  a  view 
of  which  boat,  (and  from  the  information  of  a  gentleman,  who 
appeared  to  be  concerned  in  the  faid  machine)  this  deponent  is 
of  opinion,  that  the  boiler  will  hold  five  hundred  gallons  of 
water.  From  what  he  was  informed,  by  the  gentleman  afore- 
faid,  and  from  his  own  view,  his  opinion  is,  that  the  machinery 
of  Mr.  Fitch's  Boat,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  will,  on  its 
prefent  conftruction  weigh  feven  tons,  exclulive  of  the  quantity 
of  wood  neceffary  for  the  boiler.  This  deponent  further  faith, 
til  at  he  verily  believes  the  machinery  of  Mr.  Fitch's  fteam-boat 
muft  neceffarily  coil  three  hundred  pounds. — This  deponent  hath 
lately  feen  the  fteam-boat  conftructed  by  Mr.  James  Rumsey, 
of  Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  and  believes  from  good  informa- 
tion, as  well  as  his  own  opinion  on  examination,  that  Mr. 
Rumsey's  fteam  machinery  will  not,  on  its  prefent  conftruction, 
weigh  more  than  eight  hundred  pounds  and  may  be  worked  widi 
a  very  inconfiderable  quantity  of  wood,  or  coals,  perhaps  not 
more  coals  in  twelve  hours  that  four  bufhels;  and  that  Mr. 
Rumsey's  boiler  need  have  no  more  water,  at  one  time,  than 
ene  pint,  or  perhaps  not  fo  much,  to  keep  the  machinery  in 
fufneient  motion  to  Item  the  ftream  of  a  river,  fufficiently  faft 
to  be  fafe  with  a  cargo  of  goods.  This  .deponent  is  well  con- 
vinced that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Rumsey's  machinery  may  be 
made  for  twenty  pounds,  nor  will  it  occupy  more  room  in  a 
boat  that  four  barrels  of  flour. 

Berkeley  Count)',    Vir.  Jf. 
This  day  Mr.  William  Askew  came  before  me,  and  made 
oath,  that  the  above  teftimony  as  far  as  came  within  his.  own 
knowledge,  is  true,   and  fo  he  believes  is  the  information  he  re- 
ceived from  others.  Sworn  before  me,  December  8th.  1787. 

JAMES  WILSQ.N. 

N-  7. 
Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 

To  WHOM   IT   MAY  CONCERN, 

On  application  of  Mr.  James  Rumsey  and  fundry  other  gea- 
tlemen,  requefting  my  opinion,  whether  Mr.  Fitch's  or  Mr. 
Rumsey's  Steam  Boat,  agreeably  to  the  prefent  different  plans 
of  working  each  boat,  would  be  of  the  greater!  public  utility; 
I  have,  at  their  importunities,  confented,  (as  far  as  my  know- 
ledge of  the  matter  will  admit)  to  give  my  opinion,  without  re- 
ferve,  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment;  and,  as  I  have  feen  both  Mr. 
Fitch's  and  Mr.  Rumsey's  fteam-boats,  with  the  machinery, 
or  at  leaft  fo  much  thereof  as  could  be  obferved,  by  a  common 
examination,  I  prefume  that  Mr.  Rumsey's  plan  is  much  the 
jnoft  elegible,  fimple  and  practicable.  Mr.  Fitch's  machinery 
appears  bulky,  weighty  and  complicated,  leaving  little  room  in 
,the  boat  in  which  I  law  it  for  loading.    The  weight  of  the  whole 

apparatus, 
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apparatus  I  fuppofe  to  be  five  tons — whereas  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Rumsey's  machinery,  at  the  time  of  exhibiting  publicly,  with 
every  apparatus  complete,  could  not  weigh  more  than  five  hun- 
dred pounds. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  a  machine  weighing  one  twenti- 
eth only,  and  of  fmall  fize,  comparative  with  the  other,  and  by 
many  degrees  lefs  complicated,  muft  prove  of  the  greateft  pub- 
lic utility,  and  will  be  praclifed  in  preference  to  the  other. 

I  do  therefore  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Mr.  Rumsey's  plan 
is  to  be  preferred  to  Mr.  Fitch's. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Shepherd's-Town,  tins  6th.  day 
of  December,   1787. 

HENRY    BEDINGER, 
Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 
Captain   Henry   Bedinger  acknowledged  before  us,     Magif- 
trates  for  the  faid  county,  that  he  fubfcribed  the  above  writing. 
Given  under  our  hands,  this  14th.  day  of  Dec.  1787. 
CATO    MOORE, 
JOHN    REARS  LEY, 
Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 
We,   the  fubfcribers,    have  been  long  acquainted  with   the 
within  mentioned  Capt.  Henry  Bedinger.  and  have  ever  found 
him  a  worthy  honeft  gentleman. 

HORATIA  GATES,  CHARLES  MORROW, 

THOMAS  WHITE,  JOHN  MARK, 

JOHN  MORROW,  ROBERT  STUBBS, 

BENON1  SWEARINGEN,  -JOS.  SWEARINGEN, 
ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD,  JOHN  KEARSLEY. 
December  14,   1787. 

Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 
The  above  gentlemen,  who  are  all  of  good  fame,  fubfcribed 
the  above  certificate  in  my  prefence.       Given  under  my  hand, 
this  14th.  December,   1787. 

CATO    MOORE, 

N°-  8. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
This  day  came  George  Rootes,  before  me,  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforelaid,  and  made  oath,  that 
Mr.  James  Rumsey  informed  him,  in  the  year  1784,  that  he 
was  projecting  a  boat  to  work  with  fleam,  and  the  faid  George 
has  heard,  and  verily  believes,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Rumsey,  from 
the  time  of  his  leaving  the  agency  of  the  Pdtowmack  Company, 
has  puriued  his  intention  of  perfecting  his  fteam-cngine  for  that 
purpofe  with  unremitted  attention,  which  the  faid  George  is  in- 
formed is  now  in  great  forwardnefs.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this  24th.  day  of  November,  17S7. 

WILLIAM    LITTLE, 
N°-  ct> 
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N°-  9. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
This  day  came  Mr.  Charles  Morrow,  before  me,  one  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  county,  and  made  oath, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1785,  Mr.  James  Rumsey 
told  him,  that  by  making  ufe  of  fteam  he  could  raife  Water 
for  Mills,  and  that  he  would  do  it  as  foon  as  he  had  completed 
his  fteam-boat. 

CHARLES   MORROW. 

Sworn  to,  and  fubferibed  before  me,  this  13th  of  December, 

JOHN    KEARSLEY. 

N°-  10. 

Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 

This  day  came  Nicholas  Orrick,  before  ma,  one  of  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforefaid,  and  made  oath, 
that  Mr.  James  Rumsey  informed  him,  in  the  year  1784,  that 
he  was  projecting  a  boat  to  work  with  fteam,  aud.  that  he  the 
faid  Nicholas  doth  know  that  the  faid  Mr.  Rumsey  from  that 
time  has  purfued  his  intention  of  perfecting  his  fteam-engine  for 
that  purpofe,  and  the  faid  Nicholas  has  been  on  board  of  the 
faid  Rumsey's  boat,  when  going  by  the  power  of  fteam,  and 
has  reafon  to  believe  it  may  anfwer  a  valuable  purpofe  when  com- 
pleted. Given  under  my  hand,  this  2.1th.  day  of  November, 
1787. 

WILLIAM    LITTLE. 

N°-  n. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  ff. 
This  day  came  Charles  Morrow,  before  me,  one  of  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  aforefaid  county,  and  made  oath, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  1785,  Mr.  James  Rumsey 
had  a  boat  built  near  the  town  of  Bath ;  that  early  in  the  fall  he 
had  her  brought  down  the  river  to  Shepherd' s-Town,  and  fhortly 
after  Mr.  Joseph  Barns  was  fent  to  Baltimore,  in  order  to 
have  fome  machinery  caft;  that  he  then  underftood  the  boat  was 
to  be  propelled  by  fteam;  that  fhortly  after  Mr.  Barns  returned 
from  Baltimore  he  -was  fent  to  Frederick-Town,  in  order  to  have 
fome  other  things  made,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Rumsey's  directions, 
and  thinks  he  returned  from  thence  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber; that  the  faid  Charles  then  faw  the  machinery  Mr.  Barns 
had  got  made,  viz.  a  boiler,  two  cylenders,  pumps,  pipes,  &c. 
That  about  the  firft  of  December  it  appeared  to  the  faid  Charles, 
that  the  whole  of  the  machinery  was  ready  to  be  fixed  to  the 
boat,  which  came  down  to  the  Falls  of  £hanadoah  for  experi- 
ment, but  the  ice  then  commencing  prevented  it  for  the  winter. 

That 
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That  in  the  winter  Mr.  Rumsey  told  him  he  had  made  fundry 
improvements;  in  particular,  that  he  had  invented  an  entirely 
new  conftru&ed  boiler;  that  the  faid  Rumfey  fent  to  a  forge  for 
iron,  and  fet  two  fmiths  to  work,  with  directions  how  to 
make  it;  but  when  it  was  ready  to  be  put  together,  he  found, 
upon  examination,  that  the  workmanfhip  was  fo  badly  executed, 
that  it  would  not  ani'wer  the  purpofe;  he  therefore  concluded  to 
try  an  experiment  with  his  old  boiler;  and  the  faid  Charles  fays, 
that  Mr.  Barns  (Mr.  Rumfey's  principal  mechanic)  continued 
during  the  winter  to  execute  the  different  improvements  Mr. 
Rumsey  had  made;  in  the  fpring,  1 786,  the  machinery  was  put 
on  the  boat,  and  the  firft  trial  made,  the  faid  Charles  being  on 
board;,  that  (he  went  againft  the  current  until  the  fteam  efcaped, 
by  the  then  imperfeclnefs  of  the  machine.  Upon  an  experiment 
made  with  the  new  boiler,  the  heat  of  the  fteam  was  fo  greatly 
increafed,  that  it  diifolved  the  foft  folder,  which  had  been 
thought,  and  before  had  proved,  fufficient  for  cementing  the 
fundry  parts  of  fuch  machines;  and  as  hard  folder  was  obliged 
to  be  ufed  in  the  repairs,  delays  were  neceifarily  created.  July, 
1787,  Mr.  Rumfey  had  his  new  conftruded  boiler  repaired, 
which  he,  the  faid  Charles,  conceives  to  be  the  moil  capital  con- 
trivance to  make  fteam  that  can  be  invented;  for  when  the  ma- 
chine is  not  at  work,  the  whittling  of  the  fteam  may  be  heard  at 
leaft  half  a  mile;  and  he  is  convinced  that  it  does  not  hold  more 
than  three  gallons  of  water;  and  the  faid  Charles  further  faith, 
that  Mr.  Rumfey  has  for  feveral  years  fteadily  purfued  his  boat 
fcheme,  to  the  total  neglect  of  every  other  kind  of  bufinefs  which 
has  very  considerably  injured  his  circumftances,  having  Mr. 
Barns  employed  at  five  pounds  per  month,  fmce  the  year  eighty- 
five;  and  that  he  conceives  the  boat  to  be  now  near  her  comple- 
tion: A.nd  the  faid  Charles  has  not  a  doubt  but  Mr.  Rumfey  is 
equal  to  the  talk  of  making  her  perform  according  to  his  original 
pofition. 

CHARLES    MORROW. 
Sworn  to  and  fubfcribed  before  me,  December  8th.   1787. 

JOHN    KEARSLEY. 

N°-  12. 
Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
This  day  came  Jofeph  Barns  before  me,  one  of  the  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  county,  and  made  oath,  that  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  James  Rumfey,  in  May,  1785,  to  build  a 
boat  on  Potowmack  river,  near  the  town  of  Bath,  and  that  he 
was  then  informed  by  the  faid  Rumfey,  that  the  boat,  when 
finifhed,  was  to  be  propelled  by  fteam,  and  that  he  had  built  the 
boat  foon  after  (he  thinks  in  September)  he  went,  by  the  requeft 
of  Mr.  Rumfey,  to  Baltimore,  to  get  fome  machinary  call  for 
the  boat;  and  in  October  and  November,  in  Frederick  town,  he 
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got,  ail  the  other  machinery  made  for  an  experiment  by  fteam: 
In  December  it  was  put  on  the  boat,  at  Shanan  Joah  Falls,  but 
before  it  could  be  got  ready  for  trial,  the  ice  began  to  drive, 
which  prevented  it:  Alfo,  that  Mr.  Rumiey,  during  the  winter, 
invented  his  new  conftrucled  boiler,  and  had  it  made  ready  to 
put  together  before  the  fpring,  but  it  was  fo  badly  executed, 
that  he  declined  making  the  experiment  with  it,  but  propoled  to 
try   his   old   boiler:  Accordingly,  in  April,    1786,  the  experi- 
ment was  made,  and  the  boat  went  againft  the  current  of  Po- 
towmack;  but  many  parts  of  the  machine  being  imperfect,  and 
and  fome  parts  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  heat  of  the  fteam,  he  was 
obliged  to  have  it  repaired,  which  was  done  at  die  Great  Falls, 
and  fhe  was  again  tried,  but  failed  in  the  repaired  work,  though 
it  made  many  powerful  ftrokes  before   it  failed,  and  lent  the 
boat  forward  with  fuch  power,  that  one  man  was  not  able  to 
hold  her.     The  next  experiment  was  attempted  in  December, 
with  the  new  conftrucled  boiler,  but  the  violence  of  the  heat  was 
fo  great,  from  the  fteam,  that  it  melted  the  foft  folder  that  great 
part  of  the  machine  was  put  together  with,  and  rendered  it  en- 
tirely ufelefs,  until  repaired  with  hard  folder;  about  this  time, 
the  ice  drifting,  carried  off  the  boat  which  the  machinery  was 
made  for,  and  deftroyed  her  in  inch  a  manner,  that  the  repair- 
ing her  was  equal  to  one  half  the  expence  of  building  anew  one: 
That  the  boat  was,  in  the  Spring,   1787,  repaired,  the  machine 
alfo,  and  was  ready  for  trial  in  September,  when  the  boat  mov- 
ed up  the  river,  againft  the  current,  with  about  two  tons  on 
board,  beiides  the  machine,  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  per  hour; 
but  die  new  boiler  was  fo  badly  made,  that  it  Opened  at  feveral 
©fits  joints,  which  let  great  quantities  of  the  fteam  efcape:  And 
the  laid  Barns  further  faith,  that  to  his  knowledge,  the  machine 
at   the  laft  trial,  on  December  3,   1787,  was  very  imperfect  in 
many  parts,  as  the  fame  boiler  was  then  made  ufe  of,  after  re* 
ceiving  fome  repairs:    It  is  his  opinion  it  may  be  brought  to  an- 
fwer  very  valuable  purpofes,  as  it  will  be  firhpie,  cheap,  light, 
and  durable,  and  may  be  applied  to  a  (hip  of  the  largeft  fize  to 
advantage,  having  no  external  application  whatever:  And  the 
laid  Bams  further  faith,  that  Mr.  Rumiey  has,  to  his  knowledge, 
injured  his  circumftances  very  much,  by  quitting  all  kinds  of 
bufmefs  to  purfue  the  boat;  that  he,  die  laid  Barns,  has  received 
cf  the  faid  Mr.  Rumiey  live  pounds  per  month,  beiides  his  board, 
from  April,   1785,  to  the  prefent  time;  which,  in  his  opinion, 
is  but  a  fmail  part  of  die  expences  the  faid  Mr.  Rumfey  muft 
have  been  at  in  the  profecuting  his  plan.     His  new  conftrucled 
boiler  muft  exceed  every  thing  of  that  kind  yet  extant,  as  it  will 
not  hold  more  than  twenty  pints,  and,  in  his  opinion,  will  make 
more  fteam  than  a  five  hundred  gallon  boiler  in  the  common 
\vay;  and  from  the  obfervation  he  has  made,  has  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, tli at  fix  bulhels  of  good  coals  will  ferve  it  for  twelve  hours. 

The 
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The  weight  of  the   prefent  machine  is  about  leven  hundred 
pounds,  and  will  not  occupy  more  fpace  than  four  barrels. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  10th.  December,   1787. 

C  A  T  O      MOORE. 

N°-  13. 
A  PARAGRAPH  from  General  Washington's  Letter,  in 
anfwer  to  mine  of  the  10th.  of  March,  1785. 
"  It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  find  by  your  letter,  that  you 
are  not  lefs  fanguine  in  your  Boat  project  than  when  I  raw 
you  in  Richmond,  and  that  you  have  made  fuch  further  difco- 
veries  as  will  render  them  more  extenfively  ufeful  than  was  at 
firft  expected.  You  have  my  belt  willies  for  the  fuccefs  of  vour 
plan." 

N°-  14. 
Annapolis,  December  18,   1787. 

S  1  R, 

In  compliance  with  your  requeft,  I  mention  the  principle  facts 
and  circumftances  with  which  I  am  acquainted  respecting  your 
Steam  Engine,  and  your  expectation  of  its  effect  in  boat  vaviga- 
tion.  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  principle  on  which  you  were 
to  gain  your  power,  and  your  manner  of  applying  it,  till  our 
return  from  the  Great  Falls  together,  in  October  or  November, 
(but  I  think  in  October)  1 785,  when  you  told  me  that  you  x-clied 
on  {team  for  your  firft  power,  and  wiflied  me  to  promote  you, 
having  cylenders  call  at  my  brother's  and  my  works;  the  attempt 
did  not  fucceed — I  confidered  myfelf  under  an  obligation  to  fe- 
crecy  till  in  the  progrefs  of  making  copper  cylenders  in  Frede- 
rick-town fome  time  after,  when  I  found,  that  the  defigned  pur- 
pofe  of  the  cylender  was  a  fubject  of  pretty  general  cenverfa- 
tion. 

Being  on  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  on 
Mr.  Fitch's  petition,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  what  was 
in  my  memory,  of  your  telling  me  of  your  having  communicated 
your  principle  to  General  Wafhington,  as  I  thought,  though 
perhaps  miilakenly,  at  the  time  your  model  and  experiment  were 
exhibited  before  the  General;  and,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
committee,  wrote  to  the  General  on  the  fubject:  His  anfwer,  now 
before  me,  is  to  the  effect,  that  "  At  that  time,  September  1784, 
nothing  was  intimated  of  (team :  That  the  November  following, 
in  Richmond,  you  fpoke  to  him  of  the  effect  of  (team,  and  of 
the  conviction  you  were  under  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  its  applicati- 
on for  the  purpofe  of  inland  navigation,"  but  the  General  feems 
to  have  thought  it  an  immatured  idea,  that  he  did  not  then  ima- 
gine you  relied  on. 

Mr.  Fitch  having  often  mentioned  the  time  (I  think  April, 
x  785)  when  thejdea  firft  {truck  him,  and  yours  being  prior,  the 

committee 
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bomnuttee  could  not  report  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fitch.  The  Ger\ 
added  in  his  anfwer,  "  It  is  proper  for  me  herewith  to  add, 
that  fome  time  alter  this  Mr.  Fitch  called  en  me,  in  his  way  to 
Richmond,  and  explaining  his  fchemr,  wanted  a  letter  from  me 
introductory  to  die  Affeiubly  of  this  (Virginia)  ilate;  the  giving- 
r  oi  which  I  declined,  and  wnit  'b  far  as  to  inform  him,  that  tho 
I  was  enjoined  not  to  difclofe  the  principle!  of  Mr.  Rumfey's 
difcovery,  yet,  would  venture  to  affuri  hint,  diat  he  thought  of 
applying  fteam  was  net  original,  but  had  bteU  mentioned  to  me 
by  Mr.  Rnmfey." 

I  efceem  myfelf  no  way  competent  to  decide  on  Philosophi- 
cal or  mechanical  principles,  but  if  you  can  fimplify  the  ftearn- 
engine,  render  it  cheap,  and  apply  its  powers  to  raile  water  in 
great  quantities,  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture  and  water- works 
of  all  kinds,  or  apply  the  powers  more  immediately,  as  has 
been  much  the  fubject  of  epnveriatioh  between  us  at  times,  eve- 
ry man  may  eafily  perceive  a  vaft  field  of  improvement  whi 
thereby  be  opened,  which  I  moft  fincerely  wiih  you  may  largely 
reap  die  good  fruits  of. 

I  am,  Si.i,  your  moil  obedient  fervent, 

THOMAS    JOHNSON. 

'  N°.  15. 

Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 

This  day  came  Michael  Bedifiger,  before  me,  one  of  the  jum- 
ces  of  the  Peace  for  die  faid  county,  and  made  oath,  that  Mr. 
James  Rumfey  informed  him,  in,  or  before  die  month  of  March, 
1784,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  boat  might  be  constructed 
to  work  by  fteam,  and  that  he  intended  to  give  it  a  trial,  and 
mentioned  fome  of  the  machinery  that  would  be  necefiary  to 
reduce  it  to  practice;  And  the  laid  Michael  further  faith,  that  he 
fet  out  for  Kentuckey  country  immediately'  after  in  order  to  fur- 
vey  fome  lands,  and  refided  there  upwards  of  eighteen  months, 
and  that  during  the  time  of  his  ftay  diere,  he  frequently  men- 
tioned Mr.  Rumfery's  boat  fcheme:  He  believes  that  he  alio 
mentioned,  that  it  was  to  be  wrought  by  fleam. 

The  above  was  voluntarily  fwom  to  beiore  me,  by  Captain 
Beuinger,  who  is  a  gendernan  of  reputation. 

November  28,   1787. 

JOHN    KEARSLEY. 

We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubferibed,  certify,  that  the 
within  mentioned  Michael  Bedinger  is  a  gentleman  of  reputati- 
on and  veracitv. 

'  HORATIA  GATES,  CHARLES  MORROW, 

THOMAS  WHITE,  JOHN  MARK, 

JAMES  KERNE Y,  PHIL.  PENDLETON, 

JOHN  MORROW,  ROBERT  STUB3S. 


JOSEPH  MITCHEL 


N°-  i  & 
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N°.  16- 
'Berkley  County >,   /r/>-.  ^1 

To  WHOM   IT   MAY  CONCERN. 

I,  Charles  Morrow,  of  Shepherd's-Town,  Berkeley  county, 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  do  certify,  that  late  in  the  fpring 
or  beginning  of  fummer,  1787,  a  certain -,  of  Balti- 
more Town,  formerly  of  this  place,  called  at  my  houfe,  when 
the  converfation  turned  on  Mr.  Rumfey's  Steam  Boat  and  me- 
chanical powers ;  he  then  told  me,  that  before  he  had  converfed 
with  Mr.  Rumfey,  he  conceived  he  new  a  great  deal  of  thefe  mat- 
ters; but  he  now  found  he  knew  very  little,  and  faid,  "  I  muft  give 
up  to  Mr.  P_umfey,he  is  my  matter."  The  truth  of  which  fhouldMr. 
— —  deny  1  which  I  hardly  think  he  will)  I  will  at  any  time  declare 
on  oath.  I  do  further  certify,  that  Mr.  Enoch  Martin,  of  this 
county,  informed  me,  that  on  Sunday,  the  i  8th  inftant,  he  faw, 
in  miniature,  an  engine  at  work  in  Baltimore  town,  which  Mr. 

• had  made  to  raife  water  by  fleam;  and  that  the  faid 

told  him  he  received  the  firfl  infight  of  that  matter  from  Mr. 
Rumfey. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  13th  December,   1787. 

CHARLES    MORROW. 
Teft. 

DAVID  GRAY, 

JOSEPH  BARNS. 

N°.  17. 

Berkeley  County,  Vir.  Jf. 
This  day  came  Tofeph  Barns  before  me,  one  of  the  Juftices, 
©f  the  peace  for  the  faid  county,  and  made  oath,  that  Mr.. 
James  Rumfey  informed  him,  the  year  1785,  that  he  had  con- 
trived a  very  fimple,  cheap  machine,  to  raife  water  by  fleam 
and  the  power  of  the  atmofphere.  That  fome  time  (he  thinks) 
in  the  month  of  June,  1787,  a  certain ,  of  Baltimore- 
Town,  formerly  of  Shepherd's-Town,  did  by  fome  means, 
though  it  was  not  cuilomary,  insinuate  himfelf  fo  as  to  be  feve- 
Tal  times  admitted  into  the  fliop  where  the  fleam-engine  for  the 
boat  was  making,  aud  then  almoil  finifhed;  and  the  faid  Barns 

further  faith,  he  heard  Mr.  Rumfey  inform  the  faid  — of  his 

intention  of  raifmg  water  by  fleam,  to  work  mills,  as  foon  as 
he  had  accomplifhed  his  boat  fcheme,  and  then  proceeded  to  ex- 
plain to  the  faid the  principles  by  which  water  might  be 

raifed,  and  alfo  explained  fundry  parts  of  the  machinery,  he  be- 
lieves all,  except  fome  valves  and  the  opening  and  ihutting  of 
cocks  by  the  machinery  at  the  proper  times;  and  the  faid  Barns 
well  remembers,  that  during  Mr.  Rumfey's  explanations,  the 

faid  ■ feemed  much  aftonifhed,  and  declared  that  he  never 

knew  till  then  that  the  atmofphere  had  any  weight,  or  that  fleam 
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had  fach  power;  and  that  he  then  clearly  faw  the  reaibn  that  a 
machine  he  had  fome  time  before  invented  to  raife  water,  would 
not  anfwer  the  purpofe;  and  that  it  was  fo  foolifh  a  plan,  he 
faid,  he  was  afhamed  to  explain  it,  And  the  faid  Barns  further 
faith,  that  Mr.  Rumfey  gave  the  faid a  copy  of  his  calcu- 
lations of  the  force  and  velocity  cf  water  from  under  different 

heads,  which  he  informed  the  faid would  enable  him  to  fee 

the  propriety  of  hWcal^ilations  for  raifing  water,  by  which  he 
might  eftimate  the  quantity  necetiary  to  work  a  mill. 

Berkeley  County    Fir.  Jf. 
The  above-men'Lioned  Jofeph  Earns  came  perfonally  before  me, 
a  magiitrate  for  the  faid  county,  and  made  oath,  that  the  above 
writing  contained  the  truth,  and  that  there  was  an  exa<ft  copy  of 

the  annexed  calculation  delivered  to ,  by  Mr.  James 

Rumfey.     Given' under  my  hand,  this  14th.  day  cf  Dec.  1787. 

CATO    MOORE. 
We,  the  fubfcribers,  have  been  long  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jo- 
feph Barns,  aud  ever  found  him  to  be  a  worthy  honeif  man,  and 
a  man  of  truth. 

ROBERT  STUBBS,         CHARLES  MORROW, 
HEN.  BEDINGER,          BENENI  SWEARINGEN, 
ABRA.  SHEPHERD,     CORx\TEL  WYNCOOP, 
JOHN  MARK,  THOMAS  WHITE, 

JOHN  MORROW,  JOS.  SWEARINGEN. 

Berkeley  County,    Vir.  Jf. 
The  above  gentlemen,  who  are  all  of  good  fame,  fubfcribed 
the  above  certiiicate  in  my  prefence. 

CATO    MOORE. 

*£*  The  calculations  alluded  to  in  this  affidavit  were  at  firft 
intended  to  be  printed,  its  length  determined  the  author  to  de- 
cline it — if mould  deny  he  had  fuch  a  copy,  it  will  be  pro- 
duced for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  public. 

N°-  18. 
The  underwritten  is  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  written  from  a  Mr. 
Daniel  Buckley,  living  near  Philadelphia,  to  a  gentleman  of 
Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  and  "  Dr.  Mc  Malum,"  who  [r. 
Buckley  is  fo  concerned  for,  is  a  partner  with  Mr.  Rumfey  in 
his  tteam-boat.  'Tis  copied  and  annexed  to  prove  how  bufy 
Mr.  Fitch  has  been  in  calumny,  and  how  eafily  he  found  cre- 
dit and  propagators.  Should  he  incline  to  affert  hereafter, 
what  credit  he  will  deferve  has  been  fo  clearly^  proved,  that  fu- 
ture impofitions  may  be  avoided ;  and  thofe  who  fpread  a  flan- 
der  they  do  not  beliere^  deferve  the  contempt  of  all  honeft  men. 

«  Pleafe 
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"  Plea/e  to  give  my  fmcere  refpects  to  Doctor  Ms  Mahon  anJ 
his  ivorthy  lady — he  is  my  moft  particular  acquaintance,  ami 
truly  I  am  forry  he  has  been  deluded  by  a  perfon,  who  I  have 
real!  n  to  believe  is  a  deceiver,  as  Mr.  Fitch,  of  Philadelphia, 
fays,  Mr.  Rumfey  got  what  fmall  knowledge  he  had  of  lleam 
fn.mhim,  but  he  retained  the  cflentials,  without  which,  he  fays, 
Mr.  Rumfey  cannot  fucceed."  ^. 

We  do  certify  that  the  above  paragraphias  taken  from  the 
aforefaid  letter,  and  copied  in  our  preience. 

GEORGE    ROOTES, 
CHARLES    MORROW. 


Cl5"  [.Tlie  perfon's  name  omitted  in  republifhing  Mr.  Rumfey's 
pamphlet;  is,  becaufe  he  has  no  connection  with  me,  or  my  pro- 
ject, being  a  ftranger,  and  probably  innocent  of  the  charges 
pledged.]  J.  F, 


